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PREFACE. 


The  Legislature  having  been  pleased  to  direct,  that  the  present 
publication  of  the  laws  should  be  made  under  my  immediate  superin¬ 
tendency,  I  thought  myself  hardly  at  liberty  to  decline  this  public 
service,  however  laborious  and  incompatible  with  my  other  avocations. 
The  Code  is  now  presented  to  the  public,  in  as  perfect  a  form,  as  the 
exertion  of  my  best  judgment  and  utmost  industry,  (aided  by  two  very 
competent  assistants,  Mr.  Honing  and  Mr.  Munford,')  could  accom¬ 
plish. 

It  has  occurred  to  me,  that  a  concise  explanation  of  the  plan  of  the 
edition  may  answer  a  good  purpose. 

I  have,  in  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  Legislature,  prescribed 
the  order,  in  which  the  several  laws  should  be  published  in  the  Code, 
classing  them,  without  regard  to  their  dates,  according  to  their  subject 
matter,  as  far  as  it  was  practicable  so  to  class  them,  and  at  the 
same  time  preserve  each  statute  entire.  The  provisions  of  some  of 
the  laws  are  in  themselves  miscellaneous ;  for  example,  the  act  for 
arranging  the  counties  into  districts  for  the  election  of  Senators ,  and  for 
equalizing  the  land  tax .  The  classification  is,  therefore,  in  some 
measure,  unavoidably  imperfect.  In  order  to  facilitate  the  use  of  the 
Code,  I  have  placed  running  titles  over  the  several  laws,  and  prefixed 
a  table  to  the  first  volume,  shewing,  in  a  very  small  compass,  the  con¬ 
tents  and  arrangement  of  the  whole  Code. 

This  novel  order  of  publication  rendered  it  impossible  to  desig¬ 
nate  the  year  of  the  Commonwealth,  at  the  top  of  the  page,  as  in  all 
the  other  publications  of  our  laws  since  the  revolution.  Loath  to  devi¬ 
ate  from  the  custom  of  dating  all  public  acts  from  the  epoch  of  our 
independence,  (a  custom  grateful  to  public  feeling,  and,  in  my  opinion, 
of  real  utility,)  I  have  placed  the  year,  of  the  foundation  of  the  repub¬ 
lic,  as  well  as  the  year  of  our  Lord,  in  the  side  margin. 

Minute  and  accurate  references  have  been  made,  with  much  pains, 
to  the  original  acts  from  which  the  particular  provisions  of  the  revis¬ 
ed  acts  have  been  compiled  $  and  references  are  also  made,  (from 
the  titles,)  to  all  former  general  laws  relating  to  the  same  subjects  2 
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anil,  in  both  cases,  the  editions,  or  sessions  acts,  in  which  the  original 
or  former  acts  are  to  be  found,  are  carefully  cited.  I  liavc  also  added 
references,  (in  the  side  margin,)  to  the  English  statutes  in  pari  ma¬ 
teria. 

In  regal’d  to  most  of  the  important  provisions  of  the  laws,  especi¬ 
ally  those  affecting  the  rights  of  property,  I  have  made  an  essay  to 
give,  in  the  notes,  such  a  concise  history  of  our  statute  law,  (from 
very  early  periods,  olten  from  the  first  institution  of  the  colonial  legis¬ 
lature,)  as  may  serve  all  general  purposes,  and  assist  more  minute 
and  particular  investigations. 

Such  of  the  amendments  made  at  the  late  revision,  as  consist  in 
new  provisions,  are  distinguished  by  being  printed  within  single  in¬ 
verted  commas.  But  very  many  of  the  amendments  consist  in  the 
substitution  of  new  for  old  provisions  ;  in  the  striking  out  of  former 
provisions  altogether;  and  in  alterations  of  the  language  of  former 
laws,  very  slight  at  first  view,  hut  often  very  important  in  effect : 
these  also  are  noted,  and  explanations  of  them  attempted,  where  they 
could  he  made  without  a  too  prolix  annotation. 

Wheheyer  I  found  that  the  Legislature  struck  out  any  provision 
reported  by  the  revisors,  in  a  revised  hill  reducing  into  one  act  all 
former  acts  on  the  subject,  and  omitted  to  insert  it  in  any  other  act, 
I  have  considered  the  provision  so  struck  out,  as  intentionally  rejected 
and  repealed.  I  have,  therefore,  omitted  all  such  rejected  provisions. 

It  is  proper  to  mention,  that,  in  the  interpretation  I  have  given  (and 
have  followed  in  the  publication)  to  one  very  material  provision  of  the 
act  by  authority  of  which  this  edition  is  published,  I  am  not  sure,  that 
I  have  not  gone  beyond  the  legislative  intention  in  one  respect,  and 
stopt  short  of  it  in  another :  I  mean  the  provision,  which  directs  the 
publication  of  “  the  several  other  acts,  not  therein  enumerated,  con¬ 
cerning  the  entering,  surveying,  and  acquiring  title  to  lands,  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  Commonwealth.”  In  the  first  place,  as  all  laws  relating 
to  the  acquisition,  in  any  manner,  of  titles  to  any  lands,  the  property 
of  the  Commonwealth,  tail  within  the  general  description  of  the  pro¬ 
vision;  and  as,  in  truth,  all  laws  falling  within  that  description,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  most  liberal  interpretation  of  it,  are  equally  proper  to 
he  pi eserved  in  a  Code  which  may  readily  be  consulted;  I  have  con¬ 
cluded,  that  not  only  the  series  of  laws  relating  to  grants  of  waste 
and  unappropriated  lands,  hut  of  such  as  relate  to  grants  of  escheated 
and  foi  feited  lands,  and  to  sales  of  lands  by  revenue  officers  for  taxes 
ought  to  he  inserted  in  this  Code.  In  the  next  place,  I  have  concluded^ 
that  only  the  series  of  land-laws  enacted  since  the  foundation  of  the 
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Commonwealth,  are  required  to  he  published;  because  the  laws  dc~ 
*<  ribed  are  those  only  that  relate  to  lands  the  property  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth;  and  because  the  insertion  of  the  land-laws  passed  before 
the  revolution,  would  swell  the  edition  far  beyond  the  limits  of  two 
octavo  volumes,  the  form  of  publication  prescribed  by  the  act.  I 
have  therefore  published,  in  three  copious  appendices,  the  scries  of 
laud-laws  passed  since  the  revolution,  the  series  of  laws  relating  to 
escheated  or  forfeited  lands,  and  the  series  of  laws  relating  to  forfeit¬ 
ures  and  sales  of  lands  for  taxes  :  and  to  make  amends  for  my  mis¬ 
take  of  the  intention  of  the  Legislature,  (if  I  have  made  a  mistake,) 


in  omitting  the  land-laws  passed  before  the  revolution,  I  have  pre¬ 
fixed  to  the  series  of  land -laws  which  I  have  inserted,  references  to  all 
the  land-laws  passed  before  the  revision  of  1705,  and  summaries  of 
those  passed  at  that  revision,  and  thenceforth  to  the  revolution. 

In  general,  I  have  endeavoured  to  supply  whatever  I  myself  have 
regarded,  or  heard  others  mention,  as  desiderata  in  other  editions. 
Nothing  has  been  inserted  and  nothing  excluded,  without  my  own 
careful  examination.  It  was  allowed  me  to  divide  the  labor,  but  not 
the  responsibility.  The  provision  that  repeals  all  acts  of  a  general 
nature,  which  shall  not  be  published  in  this  Code,  either  entire  or 
by  their  titles,  pursuant  to  the  directions  of  the  act  concerning  the 
publication,  has  been  continually  present  to  my  mind.  I  am  sensible 
of  the  danger,  as  well  as  of  the  honor,  of  the  confidence  thus  reposed 
in  me.  For  my  own  credit,  and  yet  more  from  a  sense  of  public^ 
duty,  I  have  laboured,  most  assiduously,  to  collect  all  the  public  la^ 
now  in  force ;  weighing  with  due  deliberation,  those  concern1 
which  there  could  be  a  doubt,  whether  they  were  repealed  or  suj_ 
seded  by  subsequent  laws  or  not ;  and  always  prudently  inclining 
insert,  rather  than  to  exclude.  Nevertheless,  I  may  have  fallen  in'v< 
errors  of  judgment :  and,  in  the  dispatch  which  was  requisite  to  com-4 
plcte  the  publication  within  the  time  prescribed,  some  laws  that  ought 
to  have  been  inserted,  may  have  escaped  me,  and  therefore  be  omit¬ 
ted.  They  are  very  few,  1  hope,  and  very  inconsiderable  *  and  if,  at 
any  time,  I  shall  discover  such  omissions,  I  will  not  fail  to  tring 
them,  in  a  propel  maimer,  to  the  notice  of  the  Legislature. 

B.  W.  LEIGH. 
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fixed  an  account  of  the  several  editions  of  the 
laws  of  Virginia,  now  extant,  .  .  .  Appendix  I. 
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J,  Benjamin  Watkins  Leigh ,  appointed  by  the  act  of  Assembly 9 
providing  for  the  re-publication  of  the  Laws  of  this  Commonwealth, 
passed  March  12,  1819,  superintendent  of  the  said  publication ,  do 
hereby  certify ,  that  the  Laws  printed  in  this  first  volume ,  have  been 
carefully  examined ,  and  that  ( with  the  exception  of  the  errors  noted  in 
the  table  of  errata,  J  I  find  them  correctly  printed. 

B .  W.  LEIGH.. 

Richmond,  18X9. 


ERRATA. 


Page  64,  §  5,  line  18,  for  Lackland,  re&dJlfarkland. 

§  *»  bne  7,  before  word  be,  read  for  remedy  whereof . 

116,  §  69,  line  9,  for  of  the  fines,  read  of  all  the  fines. 

o  o  ^  ti*  ^ne  f°r  Proceed  to  all ,  read  proceed  to  do  all. 

209,  §  61,  last  word,  for  according,  read  accordingly. 

220,  line  24,  before  the  word  general,  read  judges  of  the. 

C‘  f  bne  3,  after  Harrison,  read  Wood. 

272,  §  19,  fine  2,  before  to  inspect ,  read  freely. 

277,  §  5,  line  2,  before  required,  read  empowered  and. 

•  X  .  8»  bne  43,  after  «  for  serving  an  attachment  on  the  body,” 

63  instead  of  53  cents. 

o??’  *  1S»  !ine  8*  for  116x1  neighbowing,  read  next  or  neighbouring.. 
™»  q  !ine  3»  for  lan(l  ties,  read  towefo  lie. 

§  3,  line  12,  for  he  or  she  have ,  read  he  or  she  shall  have. 

373,  §  16,  lines  5  and  6,  for  in  one ,  read  in  any  one. 

416,  line  1,  for  one,  read  the. 

f88>  §  6/>  ^ne  7,  omit  word  free,  at  the  end  of  the  line. 

466,  c.  119,  §  1,  line  10,  between  the  words  patent,  grant,  read  or. 

479,  line  8,  (from  bottom,)  for  attained,  read  obtained. 

“48,  §  1,  line  8,  after  undei'-sheriff,  read  serjeant. 

599,  line  12,  omit  word  any,  at  the  beginning  of  the  line. 


read 


WHEREAS,  in  the  ninth  section  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act, 
to  reduce  into  one,  the  several  acts,  for  the  better  securing  the 
payments  of  rents,  and  preventing  the  fraudulent  practices  of 
tenants,  and  to  regulate  the  practice  of  suing  out  and  prosecuting 
writs  of  replevin,”  which  passed  on  the  twelfth  of  January,  in  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen,  and  in  the  fourth  section  of 
the  act  entitled  “  An  act  to  reduce  into  one  act,  the  several  acts 
and  parts  of  acts,  for  establishing  a  penitentiary  house,  and  for 
the  punishment  of  crimes,”  which  passed  on  the  sixth  day  of 
March,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  nineteen,  mistakes  have 
occurred,  whicli  might  create  some  doubt  in  the  interpretation  of 
the  said  acts :  for  remedy  whereof— 

Tie  it  enacted,  by  the  General  Assembly,  That  whenever  any 
landlord  or  lessor,  or  his  agent,  shall  desire  to  sue  out  the  process 
of  attachment,  provided  for  by  the  said  ninth  section ,  the  oath  re¬ 
quired  thereby  shall  be  dispensed  with,  provided  that  such  land¬ 
lord,  lessor,  or  agent,  shall  make  oath  or  affirmation  what  rent 
the  tenant  is  to  pay,  at  what  time  the  same  will  be  due,  and  that 
he  has  just  cause  to  suspect,  and  verily  believes,  that  such  tenant 
will  remove  Ids  or  her  effects  from  the  leased  tenement  before  the 
time  of  payment;  and,  thereupon,  the  said  landlord,  lessor,  or 
agent,  shall'  he  entitled  to  such  attachment  in  the  same  manner 
an  if  he  had  made  Ihe  oath  required  by  the  said  ninth  section. 

Jle  it  further  enacted,  That  every  person  duly  convicted  of 
the  crime  of  murder,  in  the  second  degree,  or  of  the  crime  of  rob¬ 
bery  or  burglary,  or  as  accessory  thereto  before  the  fact,  or  of 
simple  larceny  to  the  value  of  four  dollars  and  upwards,  or  as  ac¬ 
cessory  thereto  before  the  fact,  shall  be  punished  by  confinement,  y 
in  the  public  jail  and  penitentiary  house,  in  the  same  manner 
if  the  words  “  similar  confinement,”  which,  in  the  late  edition  j. 
the  laws,  are  found  in  the  fifth  line  of  the  aforesaid  fourth  secticrf 
had  been  substituted,  in  pursuance  of  the  manifest  intention:! 
the  legislature,  by  the  words  “  confinement  in  the  public  jail  aijf 
penitentiary  house and  the  act  aforesaid  in  which  the  fourth  se\,_ 
lion  is  found,  shall,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  be  construed  inj 
the  same  maimer  as  if  the  second  clause  in  the  said  fourth  section 
were  in  the  words  following,  viz:  "Every  person  duly  convicted 
of  the  crime  of  murder  in  the  second  degree  shall  be  sentenced 
to  undergo  a  con  fmement,  in  the  public  jail  and  penitentiary 
house,  for  a  period  not  less  than  five  years,  nor  more  than  eigh¬ 
teen  years,  under  the  same  conditions  as  are  hereinafter  direct¬ 
ed  and,  in  all  future  editions  of  the  said  act,  the  said  second 
clause  shall  be  published  in  the  words  aforesaid. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Executive  to  cause  this  act  to  be 
printed  forthwith,  and  distributed  with  the  aforesaid  edition  of 
the  laws,  and  as  far  as  practicable  to  cause  the  same  to  be  annex¬ 
ed  to  the  first  volume  thereof. 

This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  the  passing  thereof. 

(A  true  copy.) 

WM,  MUNFORD, 

Keeper  of  the  Rolls. 


January  1,  1820. 
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An  Act  providing  for  the  re-publication  of  the  Laws, 

[Passed  March  12,  1819.] 
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1.  BE  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly,  That  there  shall  New  edition  of  the;.**'' 
be  published  an  edition  of  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  in  Jjjv9t° 
which  shall  be  contained  the  following  matters,  that  is  to  say :  ***  1  /  ^ 

The  constitution  of  the  United  States ,  and  the  amendments  Contents,  /j 
thereto.  /rf 

A  declaration  of  rights  made  by  the  representatives  of  the 
good  people  of  Virginia,  assembled  in  full  and  free  convention, 
which  rights  do  pertain  to  them,  and  their  posterity,  as  the 
basis  and  foundation  of  government.  3/ 

The  constitution  or  form  of  government  agreed  to,  and  re* 
solved  upon,  by  the  delegates  and  representatives  of  the  several 
counties  and  corporations  of  Virginia.  33 

An  ordinance ,  to  enable  the  present  magistrates  and  officers 
to  continue  the  administration  of  justice,  and  for  settling  the 
general  mode  of  proceedings  in  criminal  and  other  cases,  ’till 
the  same  can  be  more  amply  provided  for.  The  sixth  section 
only.  Passed  July  third,  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy -six. 

An  act ,  repealing,  under  certain  restrictions,  all  statutes  or 
acts  of  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  heretofore  in  force 
within  this  Commonwealth.  Passed  December  the  twenty-se¬ 
venth,  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety-two. 

An  act ,  to  supply  the  defect  of  evidence  of  the  royal  assent 
to  certain  acts  oi  Assembly  under  the  former  government. 

Pawed  December  the  fourteenth,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
mid  eighty-seven. 

Art  act i  to  provide  against  the  appropriation  of  money  by  re¬ 
solution  of  the  two  Houses  of  Assembly.  Passed  December 
the  third,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty -nine. 

An  act,  for  confirming  and  better  securing  Sie  titles  to  lands 
VOL.  (.  A 
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A.  D.  1819.  in  the  Northern  Neck,  held  under  the  Right  Honorable  Thomas 
A.  R.  C.  43.^  Lord  Fairfax,  Baron  of  Cameron,  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain 
"v  called  Scotland.  Passed  in  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
thirty-six. 

Jin  act ,  for  confirming  the  grants  made  by  his  majesty,  within  ) 

.  the  bounds  of  the  Northern  Neck,  as  they  are  now  established. 
Passed  in  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty -eight. 

An  arty  for  the  safe-keeping  the  land  papers  of  the  Northern 
Neck,  in  the  Register’s  office.  Passed  in  seventeen  hundred 
and  eighty-five. 

An  act,  concerning  certain  lands  lying  in  the  Northern  Neck. 
Passed  December  the  tenth,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-six. 

A  resolution,  requesting  the  Executive  to  take  measures  to 
carry  into  effect  the  act  concerning  certain  lands  in  the  North¬ 
ern  Neck.  Agreed  to  by  both  Houses,  December  twenty-third, 
seventeen  hundred  and  ninety-seven. 

An  act ,  to  authorise  the  delegates  of  this  State,  in  Congress,  * 
to  convey  to  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  all  the 
right  of  this  Commonwealth  to  the  territory  north-westward  of 
the  river  Ohio.  Passed  December  the  twentieth,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-three. 

An  act,  concerning  the  territory  ceded  by  this  Commonwealth 
to  the  United  States.  Passed  December  thirtieth,  seventeen 
Sjf  hundred  and  eighty-eight. 

An  act,  authorising  tne  Executive  to  appoint  commissioners, 
to  unite  with  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
in  running  a  line  between  the  lands  reserved  and  the  lands 
ceded  by  this  Commonwealth,  in  the  State  of  Ohio.  Passed 
J/Z  February  twenty -second,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirteen. 

An  act,  for  the  cession  of  ten  miles  square,  or  any  lesser 
quantity  of  territory,  within  this  State,  to  the  United  States, 
in  Congress  assembled,  for  the  permanent  seat  of  the  general 

fovernment.  Passed  December  the  third,  one  thousand  seven 
,  undred  and  eighty-nine. 

An  act,  concerning  the  erection  of  the  District  of  Kentucky 
'  into  an  independent  State.  Passed  December  the  eighteenth,  ; 
fTp  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty-idne. 

An  act,  for  confirming  and  establishing  the  boundary  line 
between  this  State  and  the  State  of  Kentucky,  ascertained  and 
fixed  by  certain  commissioners  appointed  bj  both  States ;  and 
for  other  purposes.  Passed  January  the  thirteenth,  one  thou- 
itO  sand  eight  hundred. 

An  act,  concerning  the  southern  boundary  of  this  State. 
Passed  December  the  seventh,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
frl  ninety-one. 

An  act,  for  confirming  and  establishing  the  boundary  line  be¬ 
tween  this  State  and  the  State  of  Tennessee,  as  ascertained 
and  adjusted  by  certain  commissioners.  Passed  January  the 
/i  3  twenty-second,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three. 

A  resolution,  for  settling  the  disputed  boundary  between  this 
State  and  Pennsylvania.  Agreed  to  by.  both  Houses,  Decem- 
Vy  her  eighteenth,  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

Report  of  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  States  of  Vir¬ 
ginia  and  Pennsylvania,  to  run  the  boundary  line  between  the 
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two  States.  Recorded  in  the  journal  of  the  governor  and 
c  ouncil,  October  eighth,  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty-five. 


An  act ,  to  approve,  confirm  and  ratify  the  compact  made  by 
i  or  tain  commissioners,  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  State  of  Maryland,  and  commissioners  appointed  by  tliis 
l Commonwealth.  Passed  January  the  tliird,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-six. 

An  act,  authorising  the  governor  of  this  Commonwealth  to 
convey  certain  land  to  the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of 
building  a  light-house.  Passed  November  the  thirteenth,  seven¬ 
teen  hundred  and  eighty -nine. 

An  act,  to  empower  the  president  of  the  United  States.  t» 
purchase  a  tract  of  land  within  this  State,  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  a  public  arsenal  thereon.  Passed  November  twenty- 
eighth,  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety-four.  v£ 

An  act,  authorising  the  governor  of  this  Commonwealth  to 
convey  to  the  United  States,  certain  land  on  Old  Point  Com¬ 
fort,  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  light  house.  Passed  January 
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Jin  act ,  authorising  the  governor  of  this  Commonwealth  to 
convey  to  the  United  States,  upon  certain  conditions,  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  this  Commonwealth,  called  Gosport.  Passed  January  ££ 
twenty 'fifth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred. 

An  act ,  authorising  the  governor  of  this  Commonwealth  to 
cede  to  the  United  States  the  jurisdiction  over  certain  lands, 
on  New  Point  Comfort,  and  on  Smith’s  Point,  for  the  purpose 
of  building  light-houses.  Passed  January  the  fifteenth,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  two.  .  ^ 

An  act,  making  provision  for  the  disposal  of  the  Marine  Hos¬ 
pital,  and  the  exoneration  of  the  commissioners.  Passed  Janua¬ 
ry  the  twentieth,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight. 

An  act,  establishing  religious  freedom.  Passed  December  the  ^ 
twenty-sixth,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five.  // 

An  act ,  to  repeal  certain  acts,  and  to  declare  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  the  bill  of  rights  and  constitution,  concerning  religion. 
Passed  January  the  twenty-fourth,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-nine.  t  / 

An  act ,  concerning  the  glebe  lands  and  churches  within  this 
Commonwealth.  Passed  December  nineteenth,  seventeen  hun¬ 
dred  and  ninety-six.* 

An  act,  declaring  that  none  shall  be  condemned  without  trial, 
and  that  justice  shall  not  be  sold  or  deferred.  Passed  Decem¬ 
ber  the  fifth,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five. 

An  act,  to  prevent  frauds  and  perjuries.  Passed  November 
the  thirtieth,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty -five. 

An  act ,  for  the  relief  of  creditors  against  fraudulent  devises. 
PImkmI  December  the  seventeenth,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
ntul  eighty-nine. 

An  act ,  forbidding  and  punishing  affrays.  Passed  November 
tbv  twenty-seventh,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty -six. 

Jin  act,  against  conspirators.  Passed  November  the  twenty- 
nrventh,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-six. 
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So  iu  roll— the  law  was  passed  January  12,  1802. 
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A.  T).  1819.  An  act ,  prescribing  the  punishment  of  those  who  sell  un- 
A.  R.  C.  4s.  ^  wholesome  meat  or  drink*  Passed  November  twenty-seventh* 
- V  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty -six. 

Jin  act ,  providing  that  actions  popular,  prosecuted  by  collu¬ 
sion,  shall  be  no  bar  to  those  which  be  pursued  with  good  faith. 
Passed  November  the  twenty-eighth,  seventeen  hundred  and 
eighty-six. 

Jin  act ,  for  the  suppression  and  punishment  of  riots,  routs 
and  unlawful  assemblies.  Passed  December  the  fourth,  seven¬ 
teen  hundred  ahd  eighty-six. 

An  act ,  concerning  homicide  by  misfortune.  Passed  Novem¬ 
ber  the  eighteenth,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
nine. 

An  act,  against  those  who  counterfeit  letters,  or  privy  tokens, 
to  receive  money  or  goods,  in  other  men’s  names,  passed 
November  the  eighteenth,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and, 
•eighty-nine. 

An  act ,  concerning  the  benefit  of  clergy.  Passed  November 
the  twenty-seventh,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
nine. 

An  act,  to  punish  bribery  and  extortion.  Passed  October 
the  nineteenth,  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety -two.  The  first, 
fourth  and  fifth  sections. 

An  act ,  against  buying  and  selling  of  offices.  Passed  Octo¬ 
ber  the  nineteenth,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  liinety- 
two. 

An  act ,  declaring  at  what  time  restitution  shall  be  made  of 
goods  stolen.  Passed  October  twenty-second,  seventeen  hun¬ 
dred  and  ninety-two. 

An  act ,  against  champerty.  Passed  December  the  eighth, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two. 

An  act ,  against  divulgers  of  false  news.  Passed  December 
the  twenty -seventh,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
two. 

An  act ,  for  the  effectual  suppression  of  vice,  and  punishing 
the  disturbers  of  religious  worship  and  sabbath-breakers.  Pas¬ 
sed  December  the  tweuty -sixth,  seventeen  hundred  and  nine¬ 
ty-two. 

An  act,  concerning  stealing  tobacco  on  the  highways.  Passed 
December  the  fifteenth,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  nine¬ 
ty-two. 

An  act ,  concerning  prison-breakers.  Passed  December  the 
thirteenth,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four. 

An  act,  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  “an  act  to  amend  the 
■penal  laws  of  this  Commonwealth.”  Passed  January  the  twen¬ 
ty-first,  eighteen  hundred  and  one.  The  first,  second,  and 
fourth  sections. 

An  act,  to  suppress  duelling.  Passed  January  the  twenty- 
sixth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten. 

An  act,  concerning  partitions  and  joint  rights  and  obliga¬ 
tions.  Passed  November  twenty-eighth,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty -six. 

An  act,  declaring  when  the  death  of  persons  absenting  them¬ 
selves  shall  be  presumed.  Passed  December  first,  ■seventeen 
hundred  and  eighty-six. 
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An  nd,  against  conveying,  or  taking,  pretenced  titles.  Pas- 
*nj  December  the  sixth,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 

An  act,  for  completing  the  revision  of  the  laws.  The  fifth 

Motion.  _  . 

An  act ,  to  authorise  the  establishment  of  fire  companies. 
Passed  January  the  seventh,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
riglity-eight 

An  act,  to  prevent  the  importation  of  convicts  into  this  Com¬ 
monwealth.  Passed  November  the  fifteenth,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty -eight. 

An  act,  concerning  awards.  Passed  December  the  seven* 
t couth,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-nine. 

Jin  act ,  declaring  the  law  concerning  the  escape  of  debtors, 
ami  other  prisoners.  Passed  November  twenty-fourth,  seven¬ 
teen  hundred  and  ninety-two. 

Jin  act,  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts  concerning  the 
manner  of  authenticating  foreign  deeds,  records,  and  other  in¬ 
struments  of  writing.  Passed  December  the  eighth,  seventeen 
humlred  and  ninety-two.  . 

Jh  act,  to  reduce  into  one,  all  acts  and  parts  ot  acts  relating 
to  dower.  Passed  December  the  sixth,  seventeen  hundred  and 
nim  h  rtvo.  .  .  .  r  ...  ~ 

An  wt,  declaring  who  ahull  be  deemed  citizens  of  this  Com- 
mou wealth,  anti  pointing  out  the  mode  by  which  the  right  ot 
citizenship  muy  be  acquired  or  relinquished.  Passed  Decem¬ 
ber  twenty-third,  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety -two. 

Jin  act,  concerning  the  right  of  entry,  and  giving  remedy 
against  collusive  judgments  of  lands,  and  wrongful  alienations 
thereof  in  certain  cases.  Passed  December  the  nineteenth, 
seventeen  hundred  and  ninety-two. 

Jin  act ,  concerning  waste.  Passed  December  the  twenty - 
mxth,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two. 

Jin  act,  declaring  what  remedy  the  Commonwealth  shall  have 
in  certain  cases.  Passed  December  twenty-fifth,  seventeen  hun¬ 
dred  and  ninety-two.  „  it  .  ,  „ . 

An  act,  declaring  what  acts  of  the  present  session  shall  be 
immediately  in  force,  and  to  suspend  tne  operation  of  all  other 
acts,  of  the  present  session,  which  arc  of  a  public  and  perma¬ 
nent  nature.  Passed  December  the  twenty -eighth,  one  thou¬ 
sand  seven  hundred  and  ninety -two. 

An  act,  to  amend  the  act,  prescribing  the  mode  of  ascertain¬ 
ing  the  taxable  property  within  this  Commonwealth,  and  ot 
collecting  the  public  revenue.  Passed  December  the  nine¬ 
teenth,  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety-four.  The  third  section. 

An  act ,  prescribing  a  mode  for  making  a  title  to  the  pur¬ 
chasers  of  lands,  heretofore  sold  by  sheriffs  for  arrears  of  taxes. 
Ptuund  December  the  twelfth,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 

lliuriy-live.  .  ■  r 

An  net,  authorising  certain  proceedings  on  the  writ  ot  man¬ 
damus.  Passed  January  the  twenty-second,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-nine. 

Au  act,  declaring  the  law  in  cases  of  discounts  and  Onsets, 
fowl  December  the  twenty-ninth,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
«lred  and  six. 
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A  R  C8I43  exP^n  an^  amend  an  act,  reducing  into  one  the 

l...  -V  i  several  acts  concerning  forcible  entries  and  detainers.  Passed 
February  the  twelfth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four¬ 
teen. 

* dn  act ,  concerning  wrecks.  Passed  June  the  twentieth,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two.  The  first  and  second 
sections. 

Jin  act y  to  regulate  the  inspection  of  hemp.  Passed  Dccem- 
ber  the  twenty -fourth,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety'. 
.•  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts  for  regulating  the 

inspection  of  pork,  beef,  tar,  pitch  and  turpentine.  Passed 
-December  the  twenty-sixth,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-two. 

Jin  act,  for  the  inspection  of  fish.  Passed  December  the  twen¬ 
ty-eighth,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety -five. 

An  act ,  regulating  the  inspection  of  salt,  in  certain  counties 
therein  mentioned.  Passed  January  the  eighth,  eighteen  hun¬ 
dred  and  fourteen. 

Jin  act,  to  amend  the  act,  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts 
concerning  the  inspection  of  lumber.  Passed  February  fifteentlu 
eighteen  hundred  and  seventeen. 

Jin  act ,  to  prevent  unlawful  hunting  and  ranging.  Passed 
December  the  fourth,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
two.  J 

Jin  act ,  to  prevent  unlawful  hunting.  Passed  December  the 
twenty -third,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety -two. 

Jin  act,  to  prevent  killing  of  deer,  within  certain  periods  an¬ 
nually.  Passed  January  the  sixteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hun¬ 
dred  and  one. 

Jin  act,  to  prevent  the  burning  of  the  woods.  Passed  January 
the  sixteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two. 

Jin  acty  for  improving  the  breed  of  horses.  Passed  Decem¬ 
ber  the  twenty -fourth,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 

Jin  act ,  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  sheep  in  tliis  Common¬ 
wealth.  Passed  January  the  twenty-sixth,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fourteen.  The  sixth  section. 

Jin  acty  concerning  tributary  Indians.  Passed  December  the 
twenty-fourth,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety -two. 

An  acty  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts  concerning  ser¬ 
vants.  Passed  December  the  twenty-sixth,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-two.  * 

An  act,  concerning  weights  and  measures.  Passed  Decem¬ 
ber  the  twenty-sixth,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
two.  J 

An  acty  making  provision  for  the  re-payment  of  monies  paid 
into  the  treasury,  m  pursuance  of  an  act,  “for  sequestering 
British  property;  enabling  those  indebted  to  British  subjects 
to  pay  oif  such  debts ;  ana  directing  the  proceedings  in  suits 
where  such  subjects  are  parties.”  Passed  December  the  nine¬ 
teenth,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-six. 

An  act,  for  calling  in  and  registering  certificates  of  the  pub- 
-  lie  debt  of  this  state.  Passed  January  the  twenty -eighth,  eigh¬ 
teen  hundred  and  two.  *  6 
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An  act,  concerning  certificates.  Passed  December  the  twen¬ 
ty-ninth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine. 

An  act ,  for  incorporating  the  Bank  of  Virginia.  Passed  Janua¬ 
ry  the  thirtieth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four. 

An  act,  incorporating  the  Farmers’  Bank  of  Virginia.  Pas¬ 
sed  February  the  thirteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twelve. 

Jin  act,  concerning  the  Farmers’  Bank  of  Virginia.  Passed 
February  the  nineteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twelve. 

An  act,  authorising  the  Bank  of  Virginia  and  the  Farmers’ 
Bank  of  Virginia  to  make  loans  to  the  government  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States.  Passed  February  the  twentieth,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twelve. 

An  act ,  for  extending  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  Virginia, 
and  for  other  purposes.  Passed  January  the  twenty-fourth, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen. 

An  act,  to  amend  an  act,  entitled,  an  act  incorporating  the 
Farmers’  Bank  of  Virginia.  Passed  January  the  twenty -se¬ 
venth,  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen. 

An  act ,  concerning  the  Bank  of  Virginia  and  the  Farmers’ 
Hunk,  of  Virginia,  leased  October  the  nineteenth,  eighteen 
hundred  ami  iy  uric  on. 

An  ad,  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the  payment  of  specie 
by  the  several  Banks  of  this  Commonwealth.  Passed  Febru¬ 
ary  the  twenty -third,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

An  act,  more  effectually  to  prevent  the  circulation  of  notes 
emitted  by  unchartered  Banks.  Passed  February  the  twenty- 
fourth,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixteen. 

An  act]  to  establish  two  new  banks  within  thi9  Common¬ 
wealth.  Passed  February  the  fifth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
aud  seventeen. 

Jin  acty  for  regulating  inland  navigation  on  Potowmac  river 
above  tide  water.  Passed  December  the  ninth,  seventeen  hun¬ 
dred  and  ninety  three. 

An  act ,  for  regulating  the  navigation  of  James  river  above  the 
fella  of  said  river.  Passed  December  the  seventeenth*  seven¬ 
teen  hundred  and  ninety -one. 

An  act,  to  amend  an  act,  entitled,  “an  act  for  regulating  the 
navigation  of  James  river  above  the  falls  of  the  said  river.” 
Panned  February  the  ninth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eleven. 

An  act,  to  prevent  the  hauling  of  seines  at  certain  places 
within  certain  periods  annually.  Passed  January  the  fourth, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  ana  five. 

Jin  acty  concerning  seamen.  Passed  January  the  nineteenth, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  five. 

Jin  ad,  concerning  certain  corporation  courts.  Passed  De- 
nfcmbfUr  the  twelfth,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
itllW* 

An  ad,  for  giving  further  time  to  the  owners  of  lots,  in  the 
h»wu  *•!  Uartersville,  in  Cumberland  county,  to  build  thereon  -r 
Hiui  hu  other  purposes.  Passed  December  the  twenty -first, 
hundred  and  ninety-five.  The  fourth  section. 
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Jin  act,  concerning  corporations.  Passed  December  the 
twenty  second,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-six. 

An  act ,  providing  for  the  election  of  sergeants  of  corpora¬ 
tions  in  certain  cases.  Passed  February  the  twenty-second, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirteen. 

An  act ,  to  regulate  the  proceedings  in  suits  against  cor¬ 
porations.  Passed  February  the  nineteenth,  eighteen  hundred 
and  sixteen. 

An  act,  authorising  the  president  of  the  United  States  to 
open  an  inland  navigation,  from  the  Chesapeake  bay,  or  the 

fort  of  Norfolk,  to  tlic  channel  of  Currituck  sound,  and  from 
jynhaven  bay  to  the  eastern  branch  of  Elizabeth  river.  Passed 
January  the  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  nine. 

An  act,  to  create  a  fund  for  internal  improvement.  Passed 
February  the  fifth,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixteen. 

An  act,  prescribing  certain  general  regulations  for  the  incor¬ 
poration  of  turnpike  companies.  Passed  February  the  seventh, 
eighteen  hundred  and  seventeen. 

An  art,  to  compel  the  manufacturers  of  salt-petre  to  keep 
their  works  enclosed.  Passed  February  the  fourth,  eighteen 
hundred  and  fourteen. 

Jin  act ,  making  further  provision  for  furnishing  the  public 
officers  of  this  Commonwealth  with  the  laws  thereof.  Passed 
January  twenty -sixth,  eighteen  hundred  and  two.  The  pream¬ 
ble,  and  the  third  section. 

An  act,  authorising  Samuel  Pleasants,  jr.  to  publish  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  certain  public  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  for  other 
purposes.  Passed  January  the  seventh,  eighteen  hundred  and 
seven.  The  preamble,  and  first  section. 

An  act,  authorising  William  Waller  Ilening  to  publish  an 
edition  of  the  laws  ot  this  Commonwealth,  and  for  other  pur¬ 
poses.  Passed  February  the  fifth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eight.  The  preamble,  and  first  section. 

An  act,  making  further  provision  for  furnishing  the  public 
officers  of  this  Commonwealth  with  the  laws  thereof.  Passed 
February  the  tenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve. 
The  preamble  and  tliird  section. 

An  act,  to  amend  the  act,  “authorising  William  Waller 
Hening  to  publish  an  edition  of  certain  law3  of  tills  Common¬ 
wealth,  and  for  other  purposes.”  Passed  February  the  twelfth, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirteen. 

An  act ,  for  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts,  and  parts  of 
acts,  respecting  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  Executive.  Passed 
November  the  sixteenth,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety -two. 

An  act,  to  prevent  the  Executive  from  remitting  fines  or 
amercements.  Passed  January  the  twenty -third,  eighteen  hun¬ 
dred  and  one. 

Ah  act ,  concerning  appointments  to  civil  offices.  Passed  No¬ 
vember  the  twenty-fourth,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-four. 

An  act,  concerning  the  credentials  of  the  senators  of  this 
Commonwealth  in  congress.  Passed  December  twenty -second, 
Seventeen  hundred  and  eighty-eight. 
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An  act,  for  arranging  the  counties  of  this  Commonwealth 
into  districts  to  choose  representatives  to  congress.  Passed 
February  the  sixth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 

An  act,  for  arranging  the  counties  into  districts  for  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  senators,  and  lor  equalizing  the  land  tax.  Passed  Fe¬ 
bruary  the  eighteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven¬ 
teen. 

An  act,  establishing  a  separate  election  on  the  south  side  of 
the  river  Roanoke,  in  the  county  of  Mecklenburg.  Passed 
January  the  twenty -eighth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twelve. 

An  act,  establishing  a  separate  election  on  the  east  side  of 
Cheat  River,  in  the  county  of  Monongalia.  Passed  January 
the  twenty -fifth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

An  act,  establishing  a  separate  election  in  the  county  of 
Cabell.  Passed  January  the  thirty -first,  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventeen. 

An  act,  authorising  a  separate  election  in  that  part  of  Bath 
county,  lying  west  of  the  Alleghany,  and  for  other  purposes. 
Passed  February  the  tliird,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventeen. 

An  act ,  reducing  into  one  act  the  several  acts  concerning 
the  election  of  members  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

An  act,  reducing  into  one  act  the  several  acts  concerning 
disputed  elections  of  members  of  the  General  Assembly. 

An  act,  for  reducing  into  one  act  the  several  acts  concern¬ 
ing  the  court  of  appeals,  and  special  courts  of  appeals. 

An  act ,  reducing  into  one  act  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  con¬ 
cerning  the  superior  courts  of  chancery. 

An  act ,  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts  and  parts  of  acts 
concerning  the  general  court,  and  prescribing  the  manner  of 
proceeding  therein  in  certain  cases. 

An  act,  to  reduce  into  one  the  several  acts  and  parts  of  acts 
concerning  the  establishment,  jurisdiction  and  powers  of  the 
superior  courts  of  law. 

An  act ,  to  reduce  into  one  act  the  several  acts  and  parts  of 
acts  concerning  the  county  and  other  inferior  courts  of  this 
Commonwealth. 

An  act ,  concerning  the  adjournments  and  places  of  sessions 
of  certain  courts,  in  certain  cases. 

An  act ,  to  reduce  into  one  the  several  acts  concerning  grand 
juries,  and  petit  juries. 

An  act,  to  reduce  into  one  the  several  acts  allowing  a  bill 
of  exceptions  to  be  scaled. 

An  act,  declaring  who  shall  bo  conservators  of  the  peace 
within  this  Commonwealth. 

An  act,  to  reduce  into  one  the  several  acts  concerning  coun¬ 
cil  and  attornies  at  law. 

An  act,  to  reduce  into  one  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  relating 
to  the  appointment  and  duties  of  sheriffs. 

An  act,  to  reduce  into  one  the  several  acts  concerning  coro- 
ttrra. 

An  act,  to  reduce  into  one  act  the  several  acts  concerning 
picluiators. 
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An  act ,  concerning  clerks  of  courts. 

An  act ,  to  reduce  into  one  act  the  several  acts  concerning 
constables. 

An  act,  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts  prescribing  the 
Oath  of  fidelity,  and  the  oaths  of  public  officers. 

An  act,  to  reduce  into  one  the  several  acts  and  parts  of  acts 
ascertaining  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  civil  government. 

An  act,  to  reduce  into  one  act  the  acts  to  disable  the  officers 
of  the  continental  government  from  holding  offices  under  the 
authority  of  this  Commonwealth. 

An  act,  to  reduce  into  one  act  the  several  act9  and  parts  of 
acts  concerning  witnesses,  and  prescribing  the  manner  of  ob¬ 
taining  and  executing  commissions  for  taking  their  depositions, 
in  certain  cases. 

An  act,  for  limitation  of  actions;  for  preventing  frivolous 
and  vexatious  suits,  concerning  jeofails,  and  certain  proceed¬ 
ings  in  civil  cases. 

An  act,  reducing  into  one  act  the  several  acts  directing  the 
method  of  proceeding  in  courts  of  equity,  against  absent  debtors 
or  other  absent  defendants,  and  for  settling  the  proceedings  on 
attachments  against  absconding  debtors. 

An  act,  reducing  into  one  all  acta  and  parts  of  acts,  provid¬ 
ing  a  method  to  help  and  speed  poor  persons  in  their  suits. 

An  act,  to  reduce  into  one  the  several  acts  and  parts  of  acts 
prescribing  a  method  of  protesting  inland  bills  of  exchange, 
and  allowing  assignees  of  obligations  to  bring  actions  thereupon 
in  their  own  names. 

An  act ,  for  reducing  into  one  act  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts, 
concerning  suits  brought  for  sterling  money,  and  for  ascertain¬ 
ing  the  rate  of  exchange,  and  damages  upon  protested  bills  of 
exchange. 

An  act,  for  reforming  the  method  of  proceeding  in  writs  of 
right. 

An  act,  to  empower  securities  to  recover  damages  in  a  sum¬ 
mary  way,  and  tor  other  purposes. 

An  act,  to  reduce  into  one  the  several  acts,  for  the  better  se¬ 
curing  the  payment  of  rents,  and  preventing  the  fraudulent 
practices  of  tenants,  and  to  regulate  the  practice  of  suing  out 
and.  prosecuting  writs  of  replevin. 

An  act ,  to  reduce  into  one  act  the  several  acts  concerning  ; 
executions,  and  for  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors. 

An  act,  to  reduce  into  one  act  the  acts  now  in  force,  direct¬ 
ing  the  mode  of  suing  out  and  prosecuting  writs  of  habeas 
corpus ,  and  to  annul  the  remedy  by  writ  de  homine  replegi- 
anao. 

An  act,  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts  concerning  wills, 
the  distribution  of  intestates’  estates,  and  the  duty  of  execu¬ 
tors  and  administrators. 

An  act,  to  reduce  into  one  the  several  acts,  directing  the 
course  of  descents. 

An  act,  to  reduce  into  one  act  the  several  acts,  for  regulating 
conveyances,  and  concerning  wrongful  alienations. 

An  act ,  to  reduce  into  one  act  (lie  Acts  concerning  public 
Notaries. 
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An  act,  to  reduce  into  one  the  several  acts,  concerning  guar¬ 
dians,  orphans,  curators,  infants,  masters  and  apprentices. 

An  act ,  reducing  into  one  act  all  acts,  and  parts  of  acts, 
making  provision  for  the  restraint,  support  aud  maintenance  of 
idiots  and  lunatics,  and  the  preservation  and  management  of 
their  estates. 

An  act,  to  reduce  into  one  the  several  acts,  to  regulate  the 
solemnization  of  marriages ;  prohibiting  such  as  are  incestuous 
or  otherwise .unlawful ;  to  prevent  forcible  and  stolen  marriages, 
and  for  punishment  of  the  crime  of  bigamy. 

An  act,  to  reduce  into  one  the  several  acts,  concerning  mills, 
mill  dams,  and  other  obstructions  of  water  courses. 

An  act ,  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts,  for  the  settlement 
and  regulation  of  ferries. 

An  act ,  to  reduce  into  one  the  several  acts,  giving  power  to 
the  county  courts  to  establish  ferries,  and  to  regulate  the  rates 
of  ferriage. 

An  act,  to  reduce  into  one  the  several  acts,  concerning  public 
roads,  and  for  establishing  public  landings. 

An  act ,  reducing  into  one  act  the  several  acts,  directing  the 
manner  of  proceeding  in  cases  of  impeachment. 

Au  act,  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts,  declaring  what 
shall  he  treason;  for  punishing  certain  offences  injurious  to 
the  tranquility  of  the  Commonwealth ;  concerning  felonies  and 
offences  committed  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  same ;  and 
taking  from  the  Executive  the  power  of  granting  pardon  to 
traitors. 

An  act,  to  punish  arson,  the  burning  or  setting  fire  to  houses 
in  towns,  the  malicious  burning  any  house,  or  houses,  or  stacks, 
and  certain  house  breakers  ana  accessaries  to  felonies,  and  re¬ 
ceivers  of  stolen  goods. 

An  act ,  reducing  into  one  act  the  several  acts,  declaring  the 
punishment  in  case  of  rape. 

An  act ,  declaring  the  punishment  of  the  crime  of  buggery. 

An  act,  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts,  for  punishing  per¬ 
sons  guilty  of  certain  thefts  and  forgeries,  and  the  destruction 
or  concealment  of  wills. 

An  act,  reducing  into  one  act  the  several  acts,  declaring  the 
punishment  of  horse-stealers  and  their  accessaries,  and  to  en¬ 
courage  the  apprehenders  of  horse-stealers. 

An  act,  rcduciug  into  one  the  several  acts,  against  hog -steal¬ 
ing* 

An  act ,  against  the  embezzling  of  records.' 

.  An  act ,  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts,  directing  what 
persons  shall  be  let  to  bail. 

Au  act,  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts,  for  the  safe-keep¬ 
ing  of  prisoners  committed,  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
rtiitlvs,  into  any  of  the  jails  of  this  Commonwealth. 

An  act ,  to  reduce  into  one  act,  the  several  acts  and  parts  of 
act-*,  (o  prevent  unlawful  gaming. 

An  ad,  to  reduce  into  one  act  the  several  acts,  against  mali- 
i  ious  or  unlawful  shooting,  stabbing,  maiming  and  disfiguring. 

An  ad,  to  reduce  into  one  act  the  several  acts,  concerning 
the  method  of  proceeding  against  free  persons  charged  with 
certain  crimes;  declaring  the  mode  of  proceeding  on  indict- 
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A  {?'  p8  men*s»  informations,  and  prosecutions  on  penal  statutes  ;  and 
a.  it  c.  43.  ^  for  preventing  vexatious  and  malicious  prosecutions,  and  mode- 
V  ^  rating  amercements. 

An  act ,  to  reduce  into  one  act  the  several  acts,  and  parts  of 
acts,  for.  establishing  a  penitentiary -house,  and  for  the  punish¬ 
ment  of  crimes* 

An  act ,  to  reduce  into  one  the  several  acts,  and  parts  of  acts, 
concerning  perjury,  subornation  of  peijury,  and  embracery. 

An  acty  to  reduce  into  one  the  several  acts,  for  preventing 
trespasses;  declaring  what  shill  be  deemed  a  lawful  enclosure ; 
for  preventing  infection  of  horned  cattle,  and  losses  from 
drivers  thereof  passing  through  the  Commonwealth. 

An  act ,  to  reduce  into  one  act  the  several  acts,  against  usury. 

An  act,  to  reduce  into  one  all  acts,  to  prevent  the  circula¬ 
tion  of  private  bank  notes. 

An.  act ,  to  reduce  into  one  the  several  acts  of  assembly, 
allowing  a  reward  for  killing  wolves. 

An  act ,  to  reduce  into  one  act  the  several  acts,  concerning 
the  land  office ;  ascertaining;  the  terms  and  manner  of  granting 
waste  and  unappropriated  lands ;  for  settling  the  titles  ana 
boundaries  of  lands ;  directing  the  mode  of  processioning,  and 
prescribing  the  duty  of  surveyors. 

An  act ,  to  reduce  into  one  the  several  acts  declaring  and 
regulating  the  practice  of  suing  out  and  prosecuting  writs  of 
scire  facias,  to  repeal  letters  patent. 

An  act,  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts  concerning  slaves, 
free  negroes  and  mulattos. 

An  act,  reducing  into  one.act  the  several  acts  for  apprehend¬ 
ing  and  securing  runaways. 

An  act,  to  reduce  into  one  act,  the  several  acts  now  in  force, 
concerning  patroles. 

An  act ,  reducing  into  one  act  the  several  acts,  providing  for 
the  poor,  and  declaring  who  shall  be  deemed  vagrants. 

An  act,  to  reduce  into  one  the  several  acts,  for  regulating 
ordinaries,  and  houses  of  private  entertainment,  and  for  the 
restraint  of  tippling-houses. 

An  act,  to  reduce  into  one  act  the  several  acts,  for  regulating 
the  inoculation,  and  for  the  prevention  of  the  small  pox. 

An  act,  to  reduce  into  one  the  several  acts,  to  oblige  vessels 
coming  from  foreign  ports  to  perform  quarantine. 

An  act,  to  reduce  into  one  the  several  acts  concerning  pilots, 
and  regulating  their  fees. 

An  act,  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts,  for  unlading  bal¬ 
last,  and  burial  ot  dead  bodies  from  on  board  ships,  and  pro¬ 
hibiting  the  putting  sick  or  disabled  seamen  and  servants  on 
shore,  without  providing  for  their  maintenance. 

„  An  act ,  reducing  into  one  act  the  several  acts  concerning  the 

appointment  of  harbor-masters,  and  declaring  their  duties. 

An  act,  to  reduce  into  one  act  the  several  acts  now  in  force, 
regulating  impresses,  and  the  compensatioa  to  individuals  for 
’  property  taken  or  occupied,  for  public  uses, 

An  act,  to  reduce  into  one  act  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts,  con¬ 
cerning  the  office  of  trustees  or  directors  of  the  several  towns 
within  tins  Commonwealth,  and  for  supplying  vacancies  in  the 
same. 


New  Edition  of  the  Laws . 

An  act,  to  reduce  into  one  the  several  acts  concerning  es- 
trays.  #  v 

An  act to  reduce  into  one  act  the  acts,  for  the  relief  of  per¬ 
sons  who  have  been,  or  may  be,  injured,  by  the  destruction  of 
the  records  of  certain  courts  of  justice. 

An  act,  to  reduce  into  one  the  several  acts,  now  in  force, 
concerning  the  inspection  of  tobacco. 

An  act ,  to  amend  and  reduce  into  one  act  the  several  acts, 
now  in  force,  for  regulating  the  inspection  of  flour,  Indian  meal 
and  bread. 

An  act,  to  reduce  into  one  act  the  acts,  now  in  force,  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  destruction  of  oysters  within  this  Commonwealth. 

An  act ,  to  reduce  into  one  act  the  several  acts,  concerning 
the  literary  fund. 

An  act,  to  reduce  into  one  all  acts,  and  parts  of  acts,  con¬ 
cerning  aliens. 

An  act ,  directing  the  manner  in  which  the  money  of  account 
shall  be  expressed,  in  the  accounts  of  the  public  offices,  and  in 
the  proceedings  of  the  courts  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

An  act ,  reducing  into  one  act,  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  con¬ 
cerning  the  appointment,  duties,  and  the  salary  ol  the  public 
printer. 

An  act,  to  reduce  into  one  the  several  acts,  concerning  the 
auditor  and  treasurer. 

An  act,  reducing  into  one  act  the  several  acts  concerning 
titheables,  and  directing  the  mode  of  laying  and  collecting  the 
county  levy. 

An  act,  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts,  concerning  the 
fees  of  certain  officers,  and  declaring  the  mode  of  discharging 
the  said  fees. 

An  act ,  to  reduce  into  one  the  several  acts,  concerning  the 
recovery  of  debts  due  to  the  public,  and  the  sale  of  lands,  for 
judgments  on  behalf  of  the  Commonwealth  against  public  offi¬ 
cers. 

An  act,  to  reduce  into  one  act  the  several  acts  for  enforcing 
the  payment  of  fines  into  the  public  treasury. 

An  act,  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts,  prescribing  the 
mode  of  ascertaining  the  taxable  property  within  the  Common¬ 
wealth,  and  of  collecting  the  public  revenue. 

An  act ,  to  provide  for  the  collection  of  the  taxes  on  licenses 
to  merchants;  to  hawkers  and  pedlars;  to  keepers  of  ordina¬ 
ries  and  houses  of  private  entertainment;  oh  law  process;  and 
on  certain  other  subjects. 

An  act,  to  reduce  into  one  act  the  several  acts,  now  in  force, 
providing  for  the  appointment  of  electors  to  choose  a  president 
uml  vice-president  of  the  United  States. 

An  act ,  to  reduce  into  one  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts,  for  regu¬ 
lating  the  militia  of  this  Commonwealth. 

An  act,  to  reduce  into  one  the  several  acts,  for  the  govern¬ 
ment  uml  regulation  of  the  manufactory  of  arms. 

An  act,  concerning  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth. 

An  act,  for  adjusting  and  settling  the  titles  of  claimers  to 
oh  patented  lands,  under  the  present  and  former  government, 
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A  D-  iwj  previous  to  the  establishment  of  tlie  Commonweal  tlvs  land- 
l  ^  11  C'  j  office.  Passed  in  the  year  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy- 
"  "  v  l>-  nine. 

Land  laws,  not  e-  The  several  other  aqts,  not  herein  enumerated,  in  relation  to 
numerated,  to  be  entering,  surveying,  and  acquiring  title  to  lands,  the  property 
,nMr'^-  of  the  Commonwealth.  1  1  ' 

Also,  acts  of  a  ge-  M  acts  of  a  general  nature,  passed  during  the  present  and 
nerai  nature,  of  the  tlie  last  session  of  the  legislature,  not  herein  particularly  enu- 
Bemtiy  UuS  As*  grated,  which  have  not  been  either  repealed,  or  incorporated, 
in  other  acts. 

Acta,  for  charts  The  several  acts,  providing  for  a  chart  of  each  county,  and 
State°aP  thC  a  Senera^  maP  the  Commonwealth. 

Other  pretermit-  Jill  such  other  acts,  of  a  general  nature,  now  in  force,  not 
ted  aits,  of  a  gene- mentioned  in  the  volume  reported  to  the  legislature,  at  their 
rai  nature.  last  session,  by  the  committee  of  revisory  as  may  have  been  pre- 

termitted  in  this  act. 

Titles  and  dates  of  The  titles  and  dates  of  all  private,  local  and  temporary  acts, 
private,  local  and  passed  from  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  twelve,  to  the.  $ear 
emjoury  acts,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventeen,  such  aa  is  published  at  the 
end  of  the  volume  reported  as  aforesaid ;  with  a  similar  list  of 
the  titles  and  dates  of  such  acts,  passed  during  the  last  and 
present  session  of  the  legislature. 

Time  of  passage  to  2.  In  publishing  the  laws  aforesaid,  the  days  upon  which 
be  prefixed  to  each  they  respectively  passed,  shall  be  prefixed  to  each  act  imrne- 
M  diately  succeeding  its  title. 

Style  of  publica*  3.  The  said  edition  shall  be  published  in  two  octavo  volumes, 

tioiu  printed  in  the  best  type,  on  good  paper,  well  bound  in  calf 

skin,  and  lettered.  It  shall  contain  a  complete  index,  and  pro¬ 
per  marginal  notes  and  references. 

To  be  superintend-  4.  The  publication  thereof  shall  be  under  the  immediate  su- 

cdbrBenjftmmW.pcrin tendance  of  Benjamin  Watkins  Leigh;  or  on  his  failure 
theriper°son  ap-C  0  to  act>  un(ler  tlie  superintendance  of  such  other  fit  person  as 
poised  by  the  Ex- the  Executive  may  appoint  for  that  purpose.  It  shall  be  his 
ccutive,  in  the  c-  duty  to  prescribe  the  order,  in  which  the  several  laws  shall  be 
Dutk^tcTbe^pex’- Polished  in  the  code;  carefully  classing  them  according  to 
fomed by suchsu- their  subject  matter,  without  reference  to  the  time  of  their 
peruteudant  passage;  to  note  particularly,  the  time  of  the  enaction  of  each 
provision  of  the  law,  and  to  make  such  brief  notes  of  explana¬ 
tion  and  reference,  as  he  shall  deem  proper ;  he  shall  cause  to 
be  made  proper  marginal  notes  of  the  contents  of  each  section, 
and  a  full  and  complete  index  to  the  whole  code ;  and  he  shall 
cause  tlie  proof  sheets  to  be  carefully  examined,  during  tlie 
Tie  may  appoint  publication.  He  shall  be  allowed  to  employ,  with  the  approba¬ 
te  or  more  clerks  tion  of  the  Executive,  one  or  more  clerks  or  assistants,  to  aid 
to  ;usist  »ra.  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  aforesaid ;  and  he,  with  the  clerks 
Thdr  compcnsn-  or  assistants  aforesaid,  shall  be  allowed,  by  the  Executive,  a 
t,oa  reasonable  compensation  for  their  services,  to  be  paid  out  of  the 

Hov  the  work  public  treasury.  Upon  his  certificate  that  the  laws  aforesaid 
entei  bC  authenti’naye  been  carefully  examined,  and  that  he  finds  them  correctly 
printed,  they  shall  be  received  in  evidence  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  originals. 

Cmiiract  witli  5.  And  whereas  Thomas  Ritchie  hath  agreed  to  undertake 
prin  auch'i^liUon^  Plication  of  the  code  aforesaid,  in  manner  aforesaid,  and 
reeled.  "to  deliver  to  tlie  Executive,  for  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth, 
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four  thousand  copies  thereof,  well  printed,  bound  and  lettered  A*.  J]'  J?1^' 
as  aforesaid,  at  the  price  of  six  dollars  for  each  copy,  three 
thousand  copies  whereof  are  to  be  delivered  on  or  before  tlie 
first  day  of  December,  and  Hie  residue,  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  January  next; 

Be  it  therefore  further  enacted.  That  the  Executive  shall  be  Duty  of  the  ex- 
atid  they  are  hereby  authorised  and  required  to  contract  withj^j^in  relation 
the  said  Thomas  Ritchie,  for  the  delivery  of  the  said  four  thou¬ 
sand  copies  of  the  code  aforesaid,  at  the  times,  and  for  the  price 
aforesaid.  When  tlie  said  copies  shall  be  received,  it  shall  be  How  the  copies 
the  duty  of  tlie  Executive  to  retain  ten  copies  thereof,  in  the  distnbu' 
council  chamber,  for  the  use  of  the  Executive  department  of  c  * 
the  government,  and  to  distribute  the  residue,  or  so  many 
thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  in  the  manner  following :  five 
copies  to  the  clerk  of  eacli  house  of  the  General  Assembly,  for 
tlie  use  of  the  said  houses,  respectively;  one  copy  to  each  of 
the  judges  of  the  court  of  appeals,  general  court,  and  superior 
courts  of  chancery;  one  copy  to  each  of  the  judges  of  the 
courts  of  the  United  States  resident  within  this  State;  one 
copy  to  the  treasurer,  auditor,  and  register,  each,  for  the  use  of 
his  department ;  one  copy  to  the  president  and  directors  of 
the  literary  fund,  and  to  the.  president  and  directors  of  the  board 
of  public  works,  each,  for  the  use  of  their  boards  respectively ; 
one  copy  to  Thomas  Jefferson*  Jame9  Madison,  and  James  Mon¬ 
roe,  eacli ;  one  copy  to  the'  superintendant  of  this  edition  of 
the  laws ;  one  copy  to  the  attorney  general,  and  to  each  attor¬ 
ney  prosecuting  for  the  Commonwealth,  in  any  court  within  this 
State;  one  copy  to  each  clerk  of  any  court  of  record,  within 
this  Commonwealth,  for  tlie  use  of  the  court;  and  one  copy  to 
each  justice  of  the  peace,  within  this  Commonwealth. 

6.  The  sum  necessary  for  the  purchase  aforesaid  shall  be  At  what  tones  X 
paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury,  not  otherwise  appro- ^  u  a 
priated;  and  may  be  drawn  for  upon  the  order  of  the  Execu¬ 
tive,  at  any  time  after  the  said  copies  shall  have  been  deliver¬ 
ed  ;  Provided,  however,  That  it  shall  be  lawful,  at  any  time  Proviso,  thn|l 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  for  the  Executive  to  cause  to  be  JjJgJ  JJJJ, 
paid  to  the  said  Thomas  Ritchie,  in  advance,  for  the  purchase  ami  S( 
aforesaid,  any  sum  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars ;  he  the  being  given  by/#- 
said  Thomas  Ritchie  -having  first  entered  into  bond  with  sufli-  Mr*  RltcJue*  \ 
cient  security,  to  be  approved  by  the  Executive,  payable  to  the 

governor  for  the  time  being,  and  his  successors,  and  condi¬ 
tioned  for  tlie  due  and  faithful  publication  of  tlie  code  aforesaid, 
and  for  the  delivery  of  tlie  said  four  thousand  copies,  within  the 
times,  and  at  the  price  aforesaid. 

7.  Foh  the  purpose  of  making  the  said  advance  of  five  thou-  Executive  author- 
sand  dollars  to  Thomas  Ritchie ;  Be  it  further  enacted.  That 

the  Executive  of  this  Commonwealth  shall  be,  and  they  are  cr.etlit  of  the  State. 

hereby  authorised  and  required  to  borrow,  on  the  credit  of  the 

State,  the  sum  of  five  .thousand  dollars,  until  the  first  day  of 

November,  eighteen  hundred  and  nineteen,  of  any  oue  of  the 

banks  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  of  the  board  of  public  works, 

the  president  and  directors  of  the  literary  fund,  or  of  any 

person  or  persons : — Provided ,  That  the  interest  to  be  paid  for  On  an  interest  net 

the  said  loan  shall  not  exceed  the  rate  of  seven  per  centum  per 

annum. 
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Revise  bills  pas¬ 
sed  tie  present 
aessioi,  not  to  be 
printel  with  the 
laws  tiereof. 
Excejtion. 

Repeal  of  all  acts 
of  a  general  na¬ 
ture  not  published 
in  sucli  Code. 
Proviso. 


Comnenccment. 
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8.  jInd  be  it  also  enacted ;  That  tho  revised  bllln  passed  dur¬ 
ing  the  present  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  shall  not  be 
printed  with  the  other  laws  passed  at  the  present  session,  ex¬ 
cept  such  bills  and  parts  of  bills  as  take  enact  Indore  the  first 
day  of  January  next. 

9.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts,  of  a  general  nature,  which 
shall  not  be  published  in  the  code  aforesaid,  purnuimt  to  the 
directions  of  this  act,  either  entire  or  by  their  title*,  shall  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed,  from  and  after  tho  first  day 
of  January  next:  Provided ,  however,  That  mtch  repeal  shall 
not  prevent  the  prosecution  of  any  offeuce  committed,  or  im¬ 
pair  any  right  accrued  before  the  said  first  day  of  January ; 
but  such  offence  may  be  prosecuted,  and  such  right  may  be 
maintained  and  asserted,  in  the  same  manner  us  if  this  repeal¬ 
ing  section  had  never  passed. 

10.  This  act  shall  commence  and  be  in  force  from  and  after 
the  passage  thereof. 


C.  2. 

A-D.ms-g.  CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

1  v  ;  We,  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to  form  a  more 
perfect  union,  establish  justice,  ensure  domestic  tranquility,  pro¬ 
vide  for  the  common  defence,  promote  the  general  welfare,  and 
secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity, 
do  ordain  and  establish  this  constitution  for  the  United  States 
of  America. 


article  1. 

Section  1. 

Legmtive  powers  1.  All  legislative  powers  herein  granted,  shall  be  vested  in 
vested  in  congress.  a  congress  of  the  United  States,  which  shall  consist  of  a  senate 
and  house  of  representatives. 

Section  2. 

toUvei^ts  mem-*  1*  The  house  of  representatives  shall  be  composed  of  mem¬ 
bers  ;  by  whom  bers  chosen  every  second  year  by  the  people  of  the  several 
Uon s^f ' electors**"  states »  an^  ^ie  electors  in.  each  state  shall  have  the  qualifi- 
a  _ C?  *•  *  cations  requisite  for  electors  of  the  most  numerous  branch  of 
tobe’Vd  ST  the  state  legislature. 

seven  years  «  citi-  2.  No  person  shall  be  a  representative  who  shall  not  have 
Stut  Q  and  a^ta'ne^  *°  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  and  been  seven  years 
habitmtof  ids*  m* a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  who  shall  not,  when  elected, 
Btatiwhcn elected,  be  an  inhabitant  of  that  state  in  which  he  shall  be  chosen. 
R^-enuaivc,  3.  Representatives  and  direct  taxes  shall  be  apportioned 
appoiiioucd  accor- amoI?§  tlie  several  states  which  may  be  included  within  this 
ding  u  numbers,  union,  according  to  their  respective  numbers,  which  shall  be  de- 
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iennitied  by  adding  to  the  whole  number  of  free  persons,  in¬ 
cluding  those  bound  to  service  for  a  term  of  years,  and  exclu- 
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ding  Indians  not  taxed,  three  fifths  of  all  other  persons.  AcCtud  etmwcnv- 
actual  enumeration  shall  be  made  within  three  years  after  thetm  every  ten 
first  meeting  of  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  and  within  years, 
every  subsequent  ternf  of  ten  years,  in  such  manner  as  they 
shall  by  law  direct.  The  number  of  representatives  shall  not  Limitation  of  the 
exceed  one  for  every  thirty  thousand,  but  each  state  shall  have  JJj®  of  ^rpresen- 
at  least  one  representative;  and  until  such  enumeration  shall ^  on>  c’ 
be  made,  the  state  of  New  Hampshire  shall  be  entitled  to  First  apportion¬ 
ed  oose  three ;  Massachusetts  eight;  Rhode  Island  and  Provi- ment  of  represeu- 
dence  Plantations  one;  Connecticut  five  ;  New  Fork  six ;  New  tllUvcs‘ 

Jersey  four ;  Pennsylvania  eight;  Delaware  one ;  Maryland  six ; 

Virginia  ten;  North  Carolina  five;  South  Carolina  five;  and 
Georgia  three. 

4.  When  vacancies  happen  in  the  representation  from  any  JVrits  of  election 
state,  the  executive  authority  thereof  shall  issue  writs  of  elec-  Jg8“,hnS  vacan' 
tion  to  till  such  vacancies. 

5.  The  house  of  representatives  shall  choose  their  speaker 

and  other  officers.,  ana  shall  have  the  sole  power  of  impeach-  their  »pca- 
ment,  ker,  &c. 

Section  3, 


Two  senators  cho¬ 
sen  by  the  legisla- 

1.  The  senate  cf  the  United  States  shall  be  composed  of  two*1™. of  ***** 

senators  from  each  state,  chosen  by  the  legislature  thereof,  for  ;  <:ac  ■ 

six  years ;  and  each  senator  shall  have  one  vote.*  isSec  art.  5.  cl.  l.] 

2.  Immediately  after  they  shall  be  assembled  in  consequence  The  senators  dm- 

of  the  first  election,  they  shall  be  divided,  as  equally  as  may  ^J^8into  rec 
be,  into  three  classes.  The  seats  of  the  senators  of  the  first  qui.  tgirri  0f  the 
class,  shall  be  vacated  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  year,  of  senatorial  scuta  _ 
the  second  class  at  the  expiration  of  the  fourth  year,  and 
the  third  class  at  the  expiration  of  the  sixth  year,  so  that  one  7  : 

third  may  be  chosen  every  second  year;  and  if  vacancies  hap- Executives  of 
pen  by  resignation  or  otherwise,  during  the  recess  of  the 
lature  of  any  state,  the  executive  thereof  may  make  temporary  ^lutm-es,*? 
appointments  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  legislature,  which 

shall  then  fill  such  vacancies.  nincyem^Sti- 

S.  No  person  shall  be  a  senator  who  shall  not  have  attained  of  the  United' 
to  the  age  of  thirty  years,  and  been  nine  years  a  citizen  of  the  States,  ami  an  iu- 
United  States,  anil  who  shall  not,  when  elected,  be  an  inhabi-J^^f 
taut  of  that  state  for  which  he  shall  be  chosen.  Vice-president  to* 

4.  The  vice  pre  sident  of  the  United  States  3hall  be  president  be  president  of  the 

of  the  senate,  but  shall  liaye  no  vote,  unless  they  be  equally  di-  senate;  to  vote  on 
vided.  .  an  equal  division 

5.  The  senate  shall  choose  their  other  officers,  and  also  a  T1,c  scnate  to 

president  pro  tempore,  in  the  absence  of  the  vice-president,  ot  cjl003e  their  presi- 
when  he  shall  .exercise  the  office  of  president  ot  the  United  dent  pro  tempore, 
States.  &c‘ 

6.  The  senate  shall  have  the  sole  power  to  try  all  impeach- The  sole  power  to 

rnents.  When  sitting  for  that  purpose,  they  shall  be  on  oath  or 
affirmation.  When  tlie  president  of  the  United  States  is  tried,  "  1 

the  chief  justice  shall  preside;  and  no  person  shall  be  convicted 

without  the  concurrence  of  two  thirds  of  the  members  present. 

VOIrt  ly  p 
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Extejit  of  judg- 
ment  in  coses  of 
impeachment. 

Pally  liable  also 
to  ludjpaent,  tec. 
accorckng  to  law. 

Times,  Sic.  of 
holding  elections 
for  senators  and 
representatives, 
regulated  by  the 
states  or  by  con¬ 
gress. 

Congress  to  as¬ 
semble  annually 
on  the  first  Mon¬ 
day  hi  December, 
fete. 


7.  Judgment  in  cases  of  impeachment  Khali  not  extend* fur¬ 
ther  than  to  removal  from  office,  and  disqualification  to  hold  amt 
enjoy  any  office  of  honor,  trust,  or  profit,  under  the  United 
States;  but  the  party  convicted  shall  never  (Mens  he  liable  and 
subject  to  indictment,  trial,  judgment,  and  puiiialunent,  accord¬ 
ing  to  law. 

Section  4. 

1.  The  times,  places,  and  manner  of  holding  elections  for 
senators  and  representatives,  shall  be  prescribed  in  each  state 
by  the  legislature  thereof;  but  the  congress  may,  at  any  time, 
by  law,  make  or  alter  such  regulations,  except  iis  to  the  places 
of  choosing  senators. 

2.  The  congress  .shall  assemble  at  least,  once  in  every  year, 
and  such  meeting  shall  be  on  the  first  Monday  in  December, 
unless  they  shall  by  law  appoint  a  different,  day. 


Each  house  judge 
of  the  election  of 
its  owr  members. 
Quorum. 


Each  house  to  de¬ 
termine  its  own 
rules,  kc. 

Jonmslstobc 
kept  ty  each 
1  louse,  and  publish¬ 
ed,  tec. 


Adjournment  of 
both  houses. 


Senators  and  rc- 
prescnuitivcs  to  be 
paid,  See. 

Privileged  from 
arrest,  kc. 


Concerning  the 
hoiriinp  of  offices 
by  senators  and 
rcpi-uatntatives. 


Section  5. 

1.  Each  house  shall  be  die  judge  of  the  elections,  returns,  and 
qualifications,  of  its  own  members ;  and  a  majority  of  each  shall 
constitute  a  quorum  to  do  business ;  but  a  smaller  number  may 
adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  may  be  authorised  to  compel  the 
attendance  of  absent  members,  in  such  manner  and  under  such 
penalties  as  each  house  may  provide. 

2.  Each  house  may  determine  the  rules  of  its  proceedings, 
punish  its  members  for  disorderly  behaviour,  and  with  the  con¬ 
currence  of  two  thirds,  expel  a  member. 

3.  Each  house  shall  keep  a  journal  of  its  proceedings,  and 
from  time  to  time  publish  the  same,  excepting  such  parts  iia  mar 
in  their  judgment  reauire  secrecy;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  of 
the  members  of  either  house  on  any  question,  shall,  at  the  desire 
of  one  fifth  of  those  present,  be  entered  on  the  journal. 

4.  Neither  house,  during  the  session  of  congress,  shall, 
without  the  consent  of  the  other,  adjourn  for  more  than  three 
days,  nor  to  auy  other  place  than  that  in  which  the  two  houses 
shall  be  sitting. 

Section  6. 

1.  The  senators  and  representatives  shall  receive  a  compen¬ 
sation  for  their  services,  to  be  ascertained  by  law,  and  paid  out 
of  the  treasury  of  the  United  States.  They  shall,  in  all  eases, 
except  treason,  felony,  and  breach  of  the  peace,  be  privileged 
from  arrest  during  their  attendance  at  the  session  ox  thou*  re¬ 
spective  houses,  and  in  going  to  or  returning  from  the  same  ; 
and  for  any  speech  or  debate  in  either  house,  they  shall  not  be 
questioned  in  any  other  place. 

2.  No  senator  or  representative  shall,  during  the  time  for 
which  he  was  elected,  be  appointed  to  any  civil  office  under  the 
authority  of  the  United  States,  which  shall  have  been  created, 
or  the  emoluments  whereof  shall  have  been  increased  during 
such  time ;  and  no  person  holding  any  office  under  the  United 
.States  shall  be  a  member  of  either  house  during  his  continuance 
in  office. 
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1.  i\ll  bills  for  raising  revenue  shall  originate  in  the  house  Revenue  Mils  to 

representatives ;  but  the  senate  may  propose  or  concur  with  originate  in  the 
amendments  as  on  other  bills.  '  + 

2.  Every  bill  which  shall  have  passed  thehouse  of  representa-  powc^  of  the 
tives  and  the  senate,  shall,  before  it  become  a  law,  be  presen-  president  and  of 
ted  to  the  president  of  the  United  States ;  if  he  approve,  lie  shall  congress  in  the 
sign  it ;  but  if  not,  he  shall  return  it,  with  his  objections,  to  that  ^f^forms  of’ 
house  in  which  it  shall  have  originated,  who  shall  enter  the  op-  proceeding  on  bills 
jections  at  large  on  their  journal,  and  proceed  to  reconsider  it.  in  that  respect. 

If,  after  such  reconsideration,  two  thirds  of  that  house  shall  agree 

to  pass  the  bill,  it  shall  be  sent,  together  with  the  objections,  to 
the  other  house,  by  which  it  shall  likewise  be  reconsidered;  and 
if  approved  by  two  thirds  of  that  house,  it  shall  become  a  law. 

But  in  all  such  cases,  the  votes  of  both  houses  shall  be  deter¬ 
mined  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  names  of  the  persons  voting 
for  and  against  the  bill,  shall  be  entered  on  the  journal  of  each 
house  respectively.  If  any  bill  shall  not  be  returned  by  the  pre¬ 
sident  within  ten  days,  (Sundays  excepted,)  after  it  shall  have, 
been  presented  to  him,  the  same  shall  be  a  law  in  like  manner  as 
if  he  had  signed  it,  unless  the.  congress  by  their  adjournment 
prevent  its  return,  in  which  case  it  shall  not  be  a  law. 

S.  Every  order,  resolution,  or  vote,  to  which  the  concurrence  John  resolutions, 
of  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  may  be  necessary, 

(except  on  a  question  of  adjournment,)  shall  be  presented  to  the  snrnc  sunctiou 
the  president  of  the  United  States;  and  before  the  same  shall  as  bills. 

«ake  effect,  shall  be  approved  by  him,  or  being  disapproved  by 
him,  shall  be  cepansed  by  two  thirds  of  the  senate  and  house  of 
representatives,  according  to  the  rules  and  limitations  prescri¬ 
bed  in  the  case  of  a  bill. 

Section  8. 

The  congress  shall  have  power —  „ 

1.  To  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises ;  to  Congress  have 

pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general  to 
welfare  of  the  United  States  ;  but  all  duties,  imposts,  and  ex-  *  *  v 

rises,  shall  be  uniform  throughout  the  United  States : 

2.  To  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States :  To  borrow  money. 

3.  To  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and  among  To  regulate  eom- 

the  several  states,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes :  meree. 

4.  To  establish  an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization,  and  uni-  To  establish  the 
form  laws  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcies  throughout  the  United  &J‘uturahz^ 
States : 

5.  To  coin  money,  reguilate  the  value  thereof,  and  of  foreign  To  coin  money, 

coin,  and  fix  the  standard  of  weights  and  measures :  &co* 

0.  To  provide  for  the  punishment  of  counterfeiting  the  secu-To  provide  for 
titles  and  current  coin  of  the  United  States :  C.“"S 

7.  To  establish  post-offices  and  post-roads :  To  establish  post 

8.  To  promote  the  progress  of  science  and  useful  arts,  by  se-  offices,  tec. 

curing,  for  limited  times,  to  authors  and  inventors,  the  exclu-  ^ 

sive  right  to  their  respective  writings  and  discoveries  :  * 

9.  To  constitute  tribunals  inferior  tQ  the  supreme  court : 
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To  declare  wax*. 

To  raise  armies. 


To  provide  a  navy. 
To  mike  rules  for 
governing  army 
wad  n»v) . 

To  provide  for 
calling  forth  the 
miii  tin. 

To  provide  for  or¬ 
ganizing  the  mili¬ 
tia,  See. 


To  exercise  ex¬ 
clusive  jurisdiction 
over  a  territorial 
‘district  not  excee¬ 
ding  ten  miles 
square,  &c. 


To  make  all  laws 
necessary  to  the 
execution  of  their 
powers. 


Federal  Constitution 

define  and  punish  piracies  and  felonies  committed  on  the  liigii 
seas,  and  offences  against,  the  law  of  nations : 

10.  To  declare  war,  grant  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  and 
make  rules  concerning  captures  on  land  and  water: 

lli  To  raise  and  support  armies  $  but  no  appropriation  of 
money  to  that  use,  shall  be  for  a  longer  term  than  two  years : 

12.  To  provide  and  maintain  a  navy : 

13.  To  make  rules  for  the  government  and  regulation  of  the 
land  and  naval  forces : 

14.  To  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the 
laws  of  the  union,  suppress,, insurrections,  and  repel  invasions : 

15.  To  provide  for  organizing,  aiming,  and  disciplining  the 
militia,  and  fur  governing  such  part  of  them  as  uuy  be  employ¬ 
ed  in  the  service  of  the  united  States ;  reserving  to  the  states 
respectively,  the  appointment  of  the  officers,  and  the  authority 
of  training  the  militia  according  to  the  discipline  prescribed  by 
congress : 

l  To  exercise  exclusive  legislation  in  all  cases  whatsoever, 
over  such  district  (not  exceeding  ten  miles  square)  as  may,  by 
cession  of  particular  states,  and  the  acceptance  of  congress,  be¬ 
come  the  seat  of  government  of  the  United  States;  and  to  ex¬ 
ercise  like  authority  over  all  places  purchased,  by  the  consent 
of  the  legislature  ot  the  state  in  which  the  same  shall  be,  for  the 
erection  of  forts,  magazines,  arsenals,  dock-yards,  and  other 
needful  buildings: — and, 

1 7-  To  make  all  laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper 
for  carrying  into  execution  the  foregoing  powers,  and  all  other 
powers  vested  by  this  constitution  in  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  or  in  any  department  or  ollicer  thereof. 


Section  9. 


•  Importation  of  cer-  T.  THte  migration  or  importation  of  such  person s  as  any  of 
tarn  persons  not  to  the  states  now  existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be 
ain?r  3808.tedUnU  prohibited  by  the  congress  prior  to  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eight;  but  a  tax  or  duty  may  be  imposed  on  such 
pSccart  5,  cl  l.]  importation,  not  exceeding  ten  dollars  for  each  person-* 

The  writ  of  habeas  2.  The  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be 

eovpas recognized,  suspended,  unless  when,  in  cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion,  the 
*■  public  safety  may  require  it. 

No  bills  of  attain-  8.  No  bill  of  attainder  or  ex  post  facto  law  shall  be  passed, 
tohiw^ P0St  fa°"  4*  -^°  capitation,  or  other  direct  tax  shall  be  laid,  unless  in 
Direct  taxes  ac-  proportion  to  the  census  or  enumeration  herein-before  directed 
cowling  to  census,  to  be  taken. 

No  export  duty,  5.  No  tax  or  duty  shall  be  laid  on  articles  exported  from 

r  Sitfto  ano-°f  au?  state’  Pre Terence  shall  be  given  by  any  regulation  of 

commerce  or  revenue  to  the  ports  of  one  state  over  those  of 
another  ;  nor  shall  vessels  bound  to,  or  from,  one  state,  be 
obliged  to  enter,  clear,  or  pay  duties  in  another. 

6.  No  monies  shall  be  drawn  from  the  treasury  but  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  appropriations  made  by  law ;  and  a  regular  state¬ 
ment  and  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  all  public 
money  shall  be  published  from  time  to  time. 

7.  No  title  ot  nobility  shall  be  granted  by  the  United  States: 
and  no  person  holding  any  office  of  profit  or  trust  under  them, 


tker  ia  commerce. 


Moner  to  be  ex¬ 
pended  by  legal 
appropriation  only. 


No  iiUea  of  nobili¬ 
ty  can  he  conferred 
Hy  the  United 
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shall,  without  the  consent  of  the  congress,  accept  of  any  pre-  1).  I7«8— 0. 
sent. i  emolument,  office,  or  title,  of  any  kind  whatever,  from  (  ‘  K-  “  1  •  j 
any  king,  prince,  or  foreign  state.  States.;  m» ,m  in. 

officers  accept  pre- 

Section  10.  sc'us»  &c. 

[See  uiYvcuu ni6 nt£ p 

1.  No  state  shall  enter  into  any  treaty,  alliance,  or  confede-  rSwtiWithdrawn 
ration;  grant  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal;  coin  money ;  from  the  states  in- 
cmit  bills  of  credit ;  make  any  thing  but  gold  and  silver  coin  di'idually. 

a  tender  in  payment  of  debts;  pass  any  bill  of  attainder,  ex 
post  facto  law,  or  law  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts;  or 
grant  any  title  of  nobility. 

2.  No  state  shall,  without  the  consent  of  the  congress,  lay  Powers  which  the 

any  imposts  or  duties  on  imports  or  exports,  except  what  may  ^tc8a^,^Jcise 
be  absolutely  necessary  for  executing  its  inspection  laws ;  and  S‘CCm- 

the  nett  produce  of  all  duties  uwl  imposts,  laid  by  any  state  on  gross, 
imports  or  exports,  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  treasury  of  the 

United  States ;  and  all  such  laws  shall  be  subject  to  the  revi¬ 
sion  and  control  of  the  congress.  No  state  shall,  without  the 
consent  of  congress,  lay  any  duty  of  tonnage,  keep  troops,  or 
ships  of  war  in  time  of  peace,  enter ‘into  any  agreement  or 
compact  with  another  state,  or  with  a  foreign  power,  or  engage 
in  war,  unless  actually  invaded,  or  in-such  imminent  danger  as 
will  not  admit  of  delay. 


article  2. 

Section  1. 

1.  The  executive  power  shall  be  vested  in  a  president  of  the  Executive  power 

United  States  of  America.  He  shall  hold  his  office  during  the  u  PresiV 

term  of  four  years,  and  together  with  the  vice-president,  chosen 1  en  5  c* 
for  the  same  term,  be  elected  as  follows : 

2.  Each  state  shall  appoint,  in  such  manner  as  the  legisla- Electors  of  preij^| 
ture  thereof  may  direct,  a  number  of  electors,  equal  to  the  tl.cnt  vicc-p*-"^ 
whole  number  of  senators  and  representatives  to  which  the SKlcnt’  *c' 
state  may  be  entitled  in  the  congress :  but  no  senator  or  repre¬ 
sentative,  or  peison  holding  an  office  of  trust  or  profit  under 
the  United  States,  shall  be  appointed  an  elector. 

3.  The  electors  shall  meet  in  their  respective  states,  and  Meeting  of  the  e- 
vote  by  ballot  for  two  persons,  of  wrhom  one  at  least  shall  not  ketors  of  presi- 
be  an  inhabitant  of  the  same  state  with  themselves.  And  they  Thwrpiweedhig*. 
shall  make  a  list  of  all  the  persons  voted  for)  and  of  the  num¬ 
ber  of  votes  for  each ;  which  list  they  shall  sign  and  certify,  and 

transmit,  sealed,  to  the  seat  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  directed  to  the  president  of  tne  senate.  The  president 
of  the  senate  shall,  in  the  presence  of  the  senate  and  house  of 
representatives,  open  all  the  certificates,  and  the  votes  shall 
then  be  counted.  The  person  having  the  greatest  number  of 
votes  shall  be  the  president,  if  such  number  be  a  majority  of 
the  whole  number  of  electors  appointed  :  and  if  there  be  more 
than  one  -who  have  such  majority,  and  have  an  equal  number 
of  votes,  then  the  house  of  representatives  shall  immediately 
choose  by  ballot  one  of  them  for  president ;  and  if  no  person 
have  a  majority,  then,  from  the  five  highest  on  the  list,  the  said 
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j  choosing  the  president,  the  votes  shall  be  taken  by  states,  the 
representation  from  each  state  having  one  vote:  a  quorum  for 
tins  purpose  shall  consist  of  a  member  or  members  from  two- 
thirds  of  the  states,  and  a  majority  of  all  the  states  shall  be 
necessary  to  a  choice.  In  every  case,  after  the  choice  of  the 
president,  the  person  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  of 
r* Annulled  See the  e!ectors»  sha11  be  tbe  vice-president.  But  if  there  should 
amendments, art.  rfluam  two  01’  more  who  have  equal  votes,  the  senate  shall 
i«.]  choose  from  them,  by  ballot,  the  vice-president/* 

Con}rr<s8  may  tie-  4,  The  congress  may  determine  the  time  of  choosing  the 

ofchoain^l-ieetol's  and  *lie  daJ  0,1  which  they  shall  give*  their  votes ; 

of  president,  fcte.  which  day  shall  be  the  same  throughout  the  United  States. 

The  jrmient  to  5.  No  person  except  a  natural  born  citizen,  or  a  citizen  of 
uSm  ihi788-  il™  Ullited  Sta^s. at  the  til«e  of  tlie  adoption  of  this  consiitu- 
nged  .^5  mid  14 ’  ^l0n>  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  president:  neither  shall 
years  resident  of  any  person  be  eligible  to  that  office,  who  shall  not  have  attained 
tuc  United  States,  to  the  age  of  thirty-five  years,  and  been  fourteen  years  a  resi¬ 
dent  within  the  United  Stales. 

In  enseof  mcancy  6.  In  case  of  the  removal  of  the  president  from  office,  or  of 
ScnLuiTv^r'  ^  deat]>  resignation,  or  inability  to  discharge  the  powers  and 
preakieit  to  act,  duties  of  the  said  office,  the  same  shall  devolve  on  the  vice* 
&c.  president;  and  the  congress  may  by  law  provide  for  the  case  of 

removal,  death,  resignation,  or  inability,  both  of  the  president 
and  vice-president,  declaring  what  officer  shall  then  act  as  pre¬ 
sident,  and  such  officer  shall  act  accordingly,  until  the  disa¬ 
bility^  removed,  or  a  president  shall  be  elected. 

7 .  The  president,  shall,  at  stated  times,  receive  for  his  ser¬ 
vices,  a  compensation,  which  shall  neither  be  increased  nor 
diminished  during  the  period  for  which  he  shall  have  been 
elected,  and  he  shall  not  receive  within  that  period  any  other 
emolument  from  the  United  States  or  any  of  them. 

The  president  to  8.  Before  he  enter  on  the  execution  of  his  office,  he  shall 
uike atroath.  take  the  following  oath  or  affirmation : 

Form  d" the oath.  “  I  do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  faithfully  exe¬ 
cute  the  office  of  president  of  the  United  States,  and  will  to 
the  best  of  my  ability,  preserve,  protect  and  defend  the  consti¬ 
tution  of  the  United  States.” 


Compensation,  of 
the  president. 


Section  2. 

Tiie  president  is  1.  The  president  shall  be  commander  in  chief  of  the  army 
wa.m.auler  iu  and  navy  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  militia  of  the  seve- 

ciuc,  kc.  ra|  states,  when  called  into  the  actual  service  of  the  United 

He  maj  require.  States ;  he  may  require  the  opinion,  in  writing,  of  the  principal 
opinions  officer  in  each  of  the  executive  departments,  upon  any  subject 
cwUveoffiSs.^ relating  to  the  duties  of  tlieir  respective  offices;  and  he  shall 
He  can  reprieve  have  power  to  grant  reprieves  and  pardons  for  offences  against 
and  paadoii.  the  United  States,  except  in  cases  of  impeachment. 

He  mry,  in  con-  2.  He  shall  have  power,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
Sau^rnnke tv^ae- tbe  scnat(i»  to  treaties,  provided  two-thirds  of  the 
lies,  appoint  am-  Senators  present  concur  :  and  he  shall  nominate,  and  by  and 
Imadcrs,  &c.  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate,  shall  appoint  ambas¬ 

sadors,  other  public  ministers  and  consuls,  judges  of  the  su¬ 
preme  court,  and  all  other  officers  of  the  United  States,  whose 
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appointments  are  not  herein  otherwise  provided  for,  and  which 
snail  lie  established  by  law.  But  the  congress  may  by  law  vest 
the  appointment  of  such  inferior  officers,  as  they  think  proper, 
in  the  president  alone,  in  the  courts  of  law,  or  in  the  heads  of 
departments. 

3.  The  president  shall  have  power  to  fill  up  all  vacancies 
that  may  happen  during  the  recess  of  the  senate,  by  granting 
commissions  which  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  their  next  ses¬ 
sion. 

Section  3. 


A.  D.  17HU — o. 

A.  h.  c.  m. 

V - v” - J 

Congret^  nitty  letO. 
certain  appoint¬ 
ments  in  the  pre¬ 
sident  alone,  or  u- 
tlierwise.. 

The  president  may 
fill  vacancies  dur¬ 
ing  the  recess  of 
the  senate. 


1.  He  shall  from  time  to  time  give  to  the  congress  infor-  President  to  ta¬ 
rnation  of  the  state  of  the  union,  and  recommend  to  their  aD<1 

consideration  such  measures  as  lie  shall  judge  necessary  and  con!* 

expedient;  he  may,  on  extraordinary  occasions,  convene  both  vene  and  adjourn 
houses,  or  either  of  them,  and  in  case  of  disagreement  between  conSiyss  oii  certain 
them,  with  respect  to  the  time  of  adjournment,  he  may  adjourn  ^SnSuiors  lcc'l 
them  to  such  time  as  he  shall  think  proper  ;  he  shall  receive  shall  set-  the  laws 
ambassadors  and  oilier  public  ministers;  he  shall  take  care  that excented, and com- 
the  laws  be  faithfully  executed,  and  shall  commission  all  the  ’1r^0uTfll!f0?ccrs 
officers  of  the  United  States.  St^L 

Section  4. 

1.  The  president,  vice-president,  and  all  civil  officers  of  the  President,  &c.  re- 
United  States,  shall  be  removed  from  office  on  impeachment  movable  on  im- 
ibr,  ami  conviction  of,  treason,  bribery,  or  other  high  crimes  and  J^vkSou1  ^ 
misdemeanors, 

article  3. 

Section  1. 

1.  The  judicial  power  of  the  United  States  shall  be  vested  Judicial  powers 
in  one  supreme  court,  anil  in  such  inferior  courts  as  the  con-Vft8ted  in  n  8U- 
gress  may  from  time  to  time  ordain  and  establish.  The  judges, 
both  of  the  supreme  and  inferior  courts,  shall  hold  their  offices  their  offices  during 
during  good  behaviour,  and  shall,  at  stated  times,  receive  for  g°<*i  behaviour, 
their  services  a  compensation,  which  shall  not  be  diminished  ^c* 


Section  2, 

1.  The  judicial  power  shall  extend  to  all  cases,  in  law  and  Extent  of  the  judi- 
equity,  arising  under  this  constitution,  the  laws  of  the  United  cial  P°«ei'* 
State's,  and  treaties  made,  or  which  shall  be  made,  under  their 
authority;  to  all  cases  affecting  ambassadors,  other  public  mi¬ 
nisters  and  consuls ;  to  all  cases  of  admiralty  anu  maritime 
jurisdiction;  to  controversies  to  which  the  United  States  shall 
be  a  party ;  to  controversies  between  two  or  more  states,  be¬ 
tween  a  state  and  citizens  of  another  state,  between  citizens 
of  different  states,  between  citizens  of  the  same  state,  claiming  [*  See  a  restriction 
lands  under  grants  of  different  states,  and  between  a  state,  or  ** 

the  citizens  thereof,  and  foreign  states,  citizens  or  subjects.1*  J5T  acnts’  *lt’ 


. *... 
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■J  {?'p788‘~9*  cases  affecting  ambassadors,  other  public  ministers 

A.  R. c,i3.  ^  an(|  consuls,  and  those  in  which  a  state  shall  be  a  party,  the 
Original  and  ap-  supreme  court  shall  have  origi nal  j urisdictiou.  In  all  the  other 
peUate.ruisdictiont  cases  before  mentioned,  tin*  supreme  court  shall  have  appellate 
of  the  gipreme  jurisdiction,  both  as  to  law  and  fact,  with  such  exemptions,  ancl 
BOttrt'  under  such  regulations  as  the  congress  shall  make. 

Tnftl  oi crimes  to  $.  The  trial  of  all  crimes,  except  in  cases  of  impeachment., 
K  7 •,ury*  c’  shall  be  by  jury ;  and  such  trial  shall  he.  hold  in  the  state  where 
the  said  crimes  shall  have  been  committed  ;  but  whim  not  com¬ 
mitted  within  any  state,  the  trial  >haU  be  nt  nuch  place  ur  places 
as  the  congress  may  by  law  hate  direulotl. 

Section  .1, 

Dcfioitioi  of  treo-  x.  Treason  again*!  tl\e  United  Stain  ahull  consist  only  in 
levying  war  against  them,  or  in  adhering  to  their  enemies,  giv¬ 
ing  them  aid  and  comfort.  No  permm  mI'iuH  be  convicted  of 
treason,  unless  on  the  testimony  of  two  witnesses  to  tlie  same 
overt  act,  or  on  confession  in  open  court. 

Congress  to  <le-  2.  The  congress  shall  have  power  to  declare  the  punishment 
7v  of  treason>  but  no  attainder  of  treason  shall  work  corruption  of 

&c.  ’  blood,  or  forfeiture,  except  during  the  life  uf  the  person  at¬ 

tainted. 

article  4. 

Section  t. 

Credit  to  be  given  l.  Full  faith  and  credit  shall  be  given  in  eqrh  itate  to  the. 
puSk  SJuT (ic^of Public  acts,  records  and  judicial  proceedings  of  every  other 
another, &c.  state.  And  the  congress  may  by  general  late*  jnencribc  the 

manner  in  which  such  acts,  records  and  proceedings  shall  be 
proved,  and  the  effect  thereof. 

Section  2. 

Reciprocity  *u  h **  The  citizens  ot  each  state  shall  be  entitled  to  all  privi* 
outtiiTinteb.51  leges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several  states. 

Crirainas  flvmg  2.  A  person  charged  in  any  state  witli  treason,  felony,  or 
from  oni  state  to  other  crime,  who  shall  flee  from  justice,  and  be  found  in  ano- 
CreKoa  father  s^te»  shall,  on  demand  of  the  executive  authority  of  the 
mam;.  state  from  which  he  fled,  be  delivered  up,  to  be  removed  to  the 

state  having  jurisdiction  of  the  crime. 

Jtunawar  slaves,  3.  No  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  date;  under  the 
&C. to bt delivered Iaws  thereof,  escaping  into  another,  shall,  in  i  on  <riiufnce  of 
W1>'  any  law  or  regulation  therein,  be  discharged  from  such  service 

or  labor,  but:  shall  be  delivered  up,  on  claim  uf  tiro  party  to 
whom  such  service  or  labor  may  be  due 

Section  3. 

Ray  states  may  be  1.  New  states  maybe  admitted  by  tint  congress  into  this 

admitted  into  the  unj011 .  but  no  new  state  shall  be  formed  or  erected  within  the 
unuxi, «.  ff.  jurisdiction  of  any  other  state ;  nor  any  state  be  formed  by  the 
junction  of  two  or  more  states,  or  parts  ol  states,  without  the 
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consent  of  the  legislatures  of  the  states  concerned,  as  well  as  4*  p-  17RR--9. 
of  the  congress.  A.  it.  c.  l;>.  ^ 

2.  The  congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of,  and  make  Con 
nil  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting,  the  territory  or  power  over  mwf 
other  property  belonging  to  the  United  States;  and  nothing  in  toiy,  Arc.  Claim* 
this  constitution  shall  be  so  construed,  as  to  prejudice  any  not^tio  blfpmudi- 
claims  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  particular  state.  ced.  L  J 

Section  4. 


1.  The  United  States  shall  guarantee  to  every  $tate  in  this  Republican  firm 
union  a  republican  form  of  government,  and  shall  protect  each  of  government 
of  them  against  invasion ;  aud,  on  application  of  the  legislature, 
or  the  executive  (when  the  legislature  cannot  be  convened,)  3 
against  domestic  violence. 

article  5. 


1.  The  congress,  whenever  two-thirds  of  both  houses  shall  Mode  of  amending 
deem  it  necessary,  shall  propose  amendments  to  this  constitu- Um  constitution, 
tion ;  or,  on  the  application  of  the  legislatures  of  two-thirds  ol 
the  several  states,  shall  call  a  convention  for  proposing  amend¬ 
ments,  which,  in  either  case,  shall  be  valid  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  as  part  of  this  constitution,  when  ratified  by  the  legis¬ 
latures  of  three-fourths  of  the  several  states,  or  by  conventions 
in  three -fourths  thereof,  as  the  one  or  the  other  mode  of  ratifi¬ 
cation  may  be  proposed  by  the  congress  j  provided,  that  no 
amendment  which  may  be  made  prior  to  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eight,  shall  in  any  manner  affect  the  first*  [*  Concerning  die 
and  fourth*  clauses  in  the  ninth  section  of  the  first  article :  ‘importation  of  eer- 
atid  that  no  state,  without  its  consent,  shall  be  deprived  of  its  dh'eet  uSe?] 
equal  suffrage  in  the  senate.!  [f  See  ante,  art.  l, 

K  el.  1.] 


article  6. 


1.  All  debts  contracted  and  engagements  entered  into,  be-  Assumption  of 
fore  the  adoption  of  this  constitution,  shall  be  as  valid  against  debts  incurred  un- 
the  United  States  under  this  constitution,  as  under  tire  con-  6  C01  ei&* 
federation. 

2.  This  constitution,  and  the  laws  of  the  United  States This  constitution, 
which  shall  be  made  in  pursuance  thereof,  and  all  treaties  *nd  trcaS'XtS 
made,  or  which  shall  be  made,  under  the  authority  of  the  Uni-  supreme  i«i,  &e. 
ted  States,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land ;  and  the  judges  The  state  judges 
in  every  state  shall  be  bound  thereby;  any  thing  in  the  con- boimd  thereby, 
stitution  or  laws  of  any  state  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

3.  The  senators  and  representatives  before  mentioned,  and  Senators,  repre- 

the  members  of  the  several  state  legislatures,  and  all  executive  ^  or 

and  judicial  officers,  both  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  affirmation  to  sup- 
several  states,  shall  be  bound  by  oath  or  affirmation,  to  support  port  this  coustitu- 
this  constitution :  but  no  religious  test  shall  ever  he  required  . 

as  a  qualification  to  any  office  or  public  trust  under  the  United  0  ,£K)l19  cs ' 

States. 
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A.  D.  1788 — 9. 

A.  R,  C.  13. 

Ratification  of  nine  The  ratification  of  the  conventions  of  nine  states,  shaft 
states  mfficicnt,  he  sufficient  for  the  establishment  of  this  constitution  between 
&c.  the  states  so  ratifying  the  same. 

Done  in  convention,  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  states 
present,  the  seventeenth  day  of  September,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
seven,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  the  twelfth.  In  witness  whereof,  \ve  have 
hereunto  subscribed  our  names. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON, 

President,  and  deputy  from  Virginia. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

John  Langdon, 

Nicholas  Gilmnn. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 
Nathaniel  Gorham, 

Ilufns  King. 

CONNECTICUT. 

William  Samuel  Johnson, 
Roger  Sherman. 

NEW  YORK. 

Alexander  Hamilton. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

William  Livingston, 
David  Brearly, 

William  Patterson, 
Jonathan  Dayton. 

I'BNAHVI.VAlfIA. 
Benjamin  Franklin, 
Tlinmait  Mifllin, 

Unhurt  Morris, 

George  Clyroor, 

Thoniaa  FitZB'unmou*, 
Jared  Ingt'M'Hull, 

James  YVilwiu, 
Gouverneur  Morris. 


DELAWARE. 

George  Read, 

Gunning  Bedford,  jun. 

John  Dickinson, 

Riohard  Bassett, 

Jacob  Bloom. 

MARYLAND. 

James  McHenry, 

Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer, 
Daniel  Carrol. 

VIRGINIA. 

John  Blair, 

James  Madison,  jun. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

William  Blount, 

Richard  Dobbs  Spoight, 

Hugh  Williamson. 

BIUITII  CAROLINA. 

Jolm  Untied#?, 

Cluirlu*  Cot en worth  Pinukuey, 
Chart***  Pinckney, 
jPlaron  lint  lor. 

UKQBOU. 

William  Few, 

Abraham  Baldwin. 


Meets  WILLIAM  JACKSON,  Secretary. 


IN  CONVENTION, 

Monday,  September  17,  1787. 


Present,  the  states  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut, Mr.  Hamil¬ 
ton  from  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virgi¬ 
nia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina  and  Georgia. 

Constitution  to  be  1.  Resolved ,  That  the  preceding  constitution  be  laid  before 
bid  before  con-  the  United  States,  in  congress  assembled,  and  that  it  is  the 
gross,  <Sc.  opinion  of  this  convention,  that  it  should  afterwards  be  sub¬ 
mitted  to  a  convention  of  delegates  chosen  in  each  state  by  the 
people  thereof,  under  the  recommendation  of  its  legislature, 
for  their  assent  and  ratification;  and  that  each  convention  as¬ 
senting  to,  and  ratifying  the  same,  should  give  notice  thereof 
to  the  United  States  in  congress  assembled. 

Congress  to  fix  a  2.  Resolved ,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  convention,  that 
day  for  appointing  as  soon  as  the  conventions  of  nine  states  shall  have  ratified  this 
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constitution,  the  United  States  in  congress  assembled,  should  A.  t).  1798—9. 
lix  u  day  on  which  electors  should  be  appointed  by  the  states  A.  R.i:.  is. 
which  snail  have  ratified  the  same,  and  a  day  on  wiiich  the  elgCto3  ^  ^ 

electors  should  assemble  to  vote  for  the  president,  and  the  time  dent,  &c.  ’  1  ' 

and  place  for  commencing  proceedings  under  this  constitution. 

That  after  such  publication,  the  electors  should  be  appointed, 

and  the  senators  and  representatives  elexted.  That  the  electors  Mode  recommeu- 

should  meet  on  the  day  fixed  for  the  election  of  the  president, ded  for  CJ.in7inS 

and  should  transmit  their  votes,  certified,  signed,  sealed  and  J0‘ce^btuLKm  m‘ 

directed,  as  the  constitution  requires,  to  the  secretary  of  the 

United  States  in  congress  assembled:  that  the  senators  and 

representatives  should  convene  at  the  time  and  place  assigned; 

that  the  senators  should  appoint  a  president  of  the  senate,  for 

the  sole  purpose  of  receiving,  opening  and  counting  the  votes 

for  president;  and  that,  after  he  shall  be  chosen,  the  congress, 

together  with  the  president,  should  without  delay,  proceed  to 

execute  this  constitution. 

By  the  unanimous  order  of  the  convention. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON,  President. 

William  Jackson,  Secretary . 


IN  CONVENTION, 


SIR, 


September  17,  1787. 


W  e  have  now  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  Letter  from  Hie 
the  United  States  in  congress  assembled,  that  constitution  convention  that 
which  has  appeared  to  us  the  most  advisable.  tSnfto  Th^prei' 

The  friends  of  our  country  have  long  seen  and  desired,  that  sident’of  congrrasr 
the  power  of  making  war,  peace  and  treaties,  that  of  levying 
money  and  regulating  commerce,  and  the  correspondent  execu¬ 
tive  and  judicial  authorities,  should  be  fully  and  effectually 
vested  in  the  general  government  of  the  union ;  but  the  impro¬ 
priety  of  delegating  such  extensive  trust  to  one  body  of  men 
is  evident ;  hence  results  the  necessity  of  a  different  organiza¬ 
tion. 

It  is  obviously  impracticable  in  the  federal  government  of 
these  states,  to  secure  all  rights  of  independent  sovereignty  to 
each,  and  yet  provide  for  the  interest  and  safety  of  all :  individu¬ 
als  entering  into  society  must  give  up  a  share  of  liberty  to  pre¬ 
serve  the  rest  The  magnitude  of  the  sacrifice  must  depend 
as  well  on  situation  and  circumstance,  as  on  the  object  to  be 
obtained.  It  is  at  all  times  difficult  to  draw  with  precision  the 
line  between  those  rights  which  must  be  surrendered,  and  those 
which  may  be  reserved ;  and  on  the  present  occasion  this  diffi¬ 
culty  was  increased  by  a  difference  among  the  several  states, 
as  to  their  situation,  extent,  habits  and  particular  interests. 

In  all  our  deliberations  on  this  subject,  we  kept  steadily  in 
our  view  that  which  appear  s  to  us  the  greatest  interest  of  every 
true  American,  the  consolidation  of  our  union,  in  which  is  in¬ 
volved  our  prosperity,  felicity,  safety,  perhaps  our  national 
existence.  This  important  consideration,  seriously  and  deeply 
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A.  1).  1788 — 9. 
A.  B.  c.  is. 


C  mi  gross  prohibit¬ 
ed  from  interfering 
with  religion,  with 
freedom  of speech, 
of  the  press,  and 
the  right  of  peti¬ 
tion. 


Bight  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  to  keep  and 
bear  arms,  &c. 


No  soldier  to  be 
quartered  in  any 
house,  during 
peace,  without 
consent,  &c. 


No  8e&Tcb  warrant 
in  issue,  except  on 
probable  cause, 
oath,&c. 


impressed  on  our  minds,  led  eacli  state  in  the  convention  to 
be  less  rigid  on  points  of  inferior  magnitude,  than  might  have 
been  otherwise  exnoeted  {  and  thus  the  constitution  which  we 
now  present,  is  the  result  of  a  spirit  of  amity,  and  of  that 
mutual  deference  and  runm>*ion,  which  the  peculiarity  of  our 
political  situation  rendered  indittpontibic. 

That  it  will  meet  the  full  and  culm*  approbation  of  every 
state,  is  not,  perhaps,  to  be  expected  5  but  each  will  doubtless 
consider,  that,  had  her  interests  been  alone  consulted,  the  conse¬ 
quences  might  have  been  particularly  disagreeable  01*  injurious 
to  others :  that  it  is  liable  to  as  few  exceptions  as  could  reason¬ 
ably  have  been  expected,  we  hope  and  believe :  that  it  may 
promote  the  lasting  welfare  of  that  country  *0  dear  to  us  all, 
and  secure  her  freedom  and  happiness,  is  our  most,  ardent 
wish. 

With  great  respect,  we  have,  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  your  ex¬ 
cellency’s  most  obedient  and  humble  servants. 

By  unanimous  order  of  the  convention, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON,  President 

Ilis  Excellency,  the  President  of  Congress. 


AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

ARTICLE}  1. 


Congress  shall  make  no  law  roipectiug  an  establishment  of 
religion,  or  prohibiting  the  free  exercise  (hereof;  or  abridging 
the  freedom  of  speed),  or  of  the  press  5  or  the  right  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  peaceably  to  assemble,  and  to  petition  the  government,  for  a 
redress  of  grievances. 


ARTlCI.fi  2. 

A  well  regulated  militia  being  necessary  to  the  security  of 
a  free  state,  the  right  of  the  people  to  keep  and  bear  arms  snail 
not  be  infringed. 


article  3. 

No  soldier  shall,  in  time  of  peace,  be  quartered  in  any  house 
without  the  consent  of  the  owner;  nor  in  time  of  war,  but  in  a 
manner  to  be  prescribed  by  law. 

ARTICLE  4. 

The  right  of  the  people  to  be  secure  in  their  persons,  houses, 
papers,  and  effects,  against  unreasonable  searches  and  seizures, 
shall  not  be  violated  ;  and  no  warrants  shall  issue,  hut  upon  pro¬ 
bable  cause,  supported  by  oath  or  affirmation,  and  particularly 
scribing  the  place  to  be  searched,  and  the  persons  or  things  to 
seized. 
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article  5. 
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A.  1).  1788—9. 
A.  K.  0,  IS. 

No  persou  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  a  capital  or  otherwise  * - v — 

infamous  crime,  unless  on  a  presentment  or  indictment  of  a  Sn?!!”!?'... t(!  £e 
grand  jury,  except  in  cases  arising  m  the  land  or  naval  torces,  a  crime,  unless  on 
or  in  the  militia,  when  in  actual  service,  in  time  of  war  or  public  presentment,  Ac. 
danger;  nor  shall  any  person  be  subject  for  the  same  offence  to  cxcePt  m  the  land 
be  twice  put  iu  jeopardy  ot  life  or  limb;  nor  snail  be  compelled,  tf)  for  t^c 

in  any  criminal  case,  to  be  a  witness  against  himself,  nor  be  de-snme  offence  twice, 
p rived  of  life,  liberty,  or  property,  without  due  process  of  law ;  &c- 
nor  shall  private  property  be  taken  for  public  use  without  just 
compensation. 

article  6. 

In  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accused  shall  enjoy  the  right  Assurances  of 
to  a  speedy  and  public  trial,  by  an  impartial  jury  of  the  state  a"<j.vptt^c 
and  district  wherein  the  crime  shall  have  been  committed,  which  ^  cruninafproac- 
district  shall  have  been  previously  ascertained  by  law ;  and  to  be  cutions. 
Informed  of  the  nature  and  cause  of  the  accusation  ;  to  be  con¬ 
fronted  with  the  witnesses  against  him ;  to  have  compulsory  pro¬ 
cess  for  obtaining  witnesses  in  his  favor;  and  to  have  the  assis¬ 
tance  of  counsel  Tor  his  defence. 


ARTICLE  7. 


In  suits  at  common  law,  where  the  value  in  controversy  sliall  Right  of  trial  by 
ceed  twenty  dollars,  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  shall  be  pre-J^T ,u  suits  at 
served ;  and  no  fact  tried  by  a  jury  shall  be  otherwise  re-examin-  above  tile  vniue  of 
ed  in  any  court  of  the  United  States,  than  according  to  the  rules  g  20,  Ac. 


ARTICLE  8. 


of  the  common  law. 

/a 
1° 

Excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required,  nor  excessive  fines  im- Excessive  bail,  and? 

posed,  nor  cruel  and  unusual  punishments  inflicted.  unJ'!3J  and  cru°k 

1  1  punwliments,  pro¬ 

hibited. 

ARTICLE  9. 

The  enumeration  in  the  constitution,  of  certain  rights,  shall  Rights  enumcrat- 
not  be  construed  to  deny  or  disparage  others  retained  by  the  ^  th^rcSed" 
people. 

ARTICLE  10. 

The  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by  the  consti-  Powers  not  dclc- 
tution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  states,  are  reserved  to  the tothe*  r* 
states  respectively,  or  to  the  people.  suites  orpeopk. 

ARTICLE  11. 

The  judicial  power  of  the  United  States  shall  not  be  constru-  Restriction  of  jo¬ 
ed  to  extend  to  any  suit  in  law  or  equity,  commenced  or  prose- dicial  L 
cuted  against  one  of  the  United  States  by  citizens  of  another  “  j*  *  *  *  * 
state,  or  by  citizens  or  subjects  of  any  foreign  state. 


so 


Federal  Constitution. 
article  12.* 


A.  1).  1788 — O, 

A.  tt.c.13. 

f*  S  ^  1 .  The  electors  shall  meet  in  their  respective  states,  and  vote 

1 1,2  3*] C*  f°r  president  and  vice  president,  one  of  whom,  at  least, 

Aciuai  note  of  shall  not  be  an  inhabitant  of  tne  same  state  with  themselves; 
electing  the  pw»i-  they  shall  name  in  their  ballots  the  person  voted  for  as  presi- 
■idSfttbf  Ste  an(^  distinct  ballots  the  person  voted  for  as  vice  presi- 

fcii  States.  dent ;  and  they  shall  make  distinct  lists  of  all  persons  voted  for 
as  president,  and  of  all  persons  voted  for  as  vice  president,  and 
of  the  number  of  votes  for  each,  which  lists  they  shati  sign  and 
certify,  and  transmit  sealed  to  the  seat  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  directed  to  the  president  ol  the  senate;  the 
president  of  the  senate  shall,  in  the  presence  of  the  senate  and 
house  of  representatives,  open  all  the  certificates,,  and  the  votes 
shall  then  be  counted  ;  the  person  having  the  greatest  number  of 
votes  for  president,  shall  be  the  president,  if  such  number  be  a 
majority  of  the.  whole  number  ol  electors  appointed;  and  il  no 
poison  have  such  majority,  then,  from  the  persons  having  the 
highest  number,  not  exceeding  three,  on  the  list  of  those  voted 
for  as  president,  the  house  of  representatives  shall  choose  imme¬ 
diately,  by  ballot,  the  president.  But  in  choosing  the  presi¬ 
dent,  the  votes  shall  be  taken  by  states,  the  representation  from 
each  state  having  one  vote :  a  quorum  for  this  purpose  shall  con¬ 
sist  of  a  member  or  members  from  two-thirds  of  the  states,  and 
a  majority  of  all  the  state9  .shall  be  necessary  to  a  choice.  And 
if  the  house  of  representatives  shall  not  choose  a  president 
whenever  the  right  of  choice  shall  devolve  upon  them,  before 
the  fourth  day  of  March  next  following,  then  the  vice  president 
shall  act  as  president,  as  in  the  case  ol'  the  death  or  other  con¬ 
stitutional  disability  of  the  president. 

2.  The  person  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  as  vice 
president,  shall  be  the  vice  president,  if  such  number  be  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  whole  number  of  electors  appointed ;  and  if  no 
person  have  a  majority,  then,  from  the  two  highest  numbers  on 
the  list,  the  senate  sliall  choose  the  vice  president. :  a  quorum 
for  the  purpose  shall  consist  of  two  thirds  of  the  whole  number 
of  senators;  and  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  shall  be  neces¬ 
sary  to  a  choice. 

3.  But  no  person  constitutionally  ineligible  to  the  office  of 
president,  shall  be  eligible  to  that  of  vice  president  of  the  United 
States. 


ARTICLE  13. 

Gitizcnsliip  forfeit-  If  any  citizen  of  the  United  States  shall  accept,  claim,  rc- 
tanc^  fwmTfor- ce*ve>  or  r(*tAin  any  title  of  nobility  or  honor,  or  shall,  without 
eigupotver,  of  any  consent  of  congress,  accept  and  retain  anv  present,  pension, 
title  of  nobility,  of-  office,  or  emolument  of  any  Kind  whatever,  from  any  emperor, 
fice,  or  emolument  king,  prince,  or  foreign  power,  such  person  shall  cease  to  be  a 
[SecTantt  art.  I,  c^zen  °f  the  United  States,  and  shall  be  incapable  of  holding 
\  p,  cl.  2.]  ’  any  office  of  trust  or  profit  under  them,  or  either  of  them. 


Bill  of  Rights , 


si 


C.  3. 

Jl  Declaration  of  Rights  made  by  the  Representatives  of  the  A.  D.  mo. 
good  People  of  Virginia,  assembled  in  full  and  free  Con-  f  A.  R.C.  I. 

vention ;  which  rights  do  pertain  to  them ,  and  their  Poste -  v - v 

ritij,  as  the  basis  and  foundation  of  Government. 

[Unanimously  adopted,  June  12,  1776.] 


1.  That  all  men  are  by  nature  equally  free  and  indepen¬ 
dent,  anti  have  certain  inherent  rights,  of  which,  when  they 
enter  into  a  state  of  society,  they  cannot,  by  any  compact,  de¬ 
prive  or  divest  their  posterity ;  namely,  the  enjoyment  of  life 
and  liberty,  with  the  means  of  acquiring  and  possessing  pro¬ 
perty,  and  pursuing  and  obtaiuing  happiness  and  safety. 

2. *”  That  all  power  is  vested  in,  and  consequently  derived 
from,  the  people ;  that  Magistrates  arc  their  trustees  and  ser¬ 
vants,  and  at  all  times  amenable  to  them. 

S.  That  government  is,  or  ought  to  be,  instituted  for  the 
common  benefit,  protection  and  security,  of  the  people,  nation, 
or  community :  or  all  the  various  inodes  and  forms  of  govern¬ 
ment,  that  is  best,  which  is  capable  of  producing  the  greatest 
degree  of  happiness  and  safety,  and  is  most  effectually  secured 
against  the  danger  of  mal-administration  ;  and  that,  when  any 
government  shall  be  found  inadequate  or  contrary  to  these 
purposes,  a  majority  of  the  community  hath  an  indubitable, 
unalienable,  and  indefeasible  right,  to  reform,  alter,  or  abolish 
it,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  judged  most  conducive  to  the 
public  weal. 

4.  That  no  man,  or  set  of  men,  are  entitled  to  exclusive  or 
separate  emoluments  or  privileges  from  the  community,  but  in 
consideration  of  public  services;  which  not  being  descendible, 
neither  ought  the  offices  of  Magistrate,  Legislator,  or  Judge, 
to  be  hereditary. 

5.  That  the  Legislative  and  Executive  powers  of  the  state 
shouLd  be  separate  and  distinct  from  the  Judiciary ;  and  that 
the  members  of  the  two  first  may  be  restrained  from  oppres¬ 
sion,  by  feeling  and  participating  the  burthens  of  the  people, 
they  should,  at  fixed  periods,  be  reduced  to  a  private  station, 
return  into  that  body  from  which  they  were  originally  taken, 
and  the  vacancies  be  supplied  by  frequent,  certain,  and  regu¬ 
lar  elections,  in  which  ail,  or  auy  part  of  the  former  members, 
to  be  again  eligible,  or  ineligible,  as  the  laws  sliall  direct. 

6.  That  elections  of  members  to  serve  as  representatives 
of  the  people,  in  Assembly,  ought  to  be  free ;  and  that  all  men, 
having  sufficient  evidence  of  permanent  common  interest  with, 
and  attachment  to,  the  community,  have  the  right  of  suffrage, 
and  cannot  be  taxed  or  deprived  of  their  property  for  public 
uses,  without  their  own  consent,  or  that  of  their  representa¬ 
tives  so  elected,  nor  bound  by  any  law  to  which  they  nave  not, 
in  like  manner,  assented,  for  the  public  good. 

7.  That  nil  power  of  suspending  laws,  or  the.  execution  of 
laws,  by  any  authority,  without  consent  of  the  representatives 
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A.D.  1776.  of  the  people,  is  injurious  to  their  rights,  and  ought  not  to  be 
A.R.  c  i.  ^  exercised. 

'  ^  8.  That,  in  all  capital  or  criminal  prosecutions,  a  man  hath 

a  right  to  demand  the  cause  and  nature  of  his  accusation,  to 
be  confronted  with  the  accusers  and  witnesses,  to  call  for  evi¬ 
dence  in  his  favor,  and  to  a  speedy  trial  by  an  impartial  jury 
of  his  vicinage,  without  whose  unanimous  consent  lie  cannot 
be  found  guilty;  nor  can  he  be  compelled  to  give  evidence 
against  himself;  that  no  mail  be  deprived  of  his  liberty  except 
by  the  law  of  the  land,  or  the  judgment  of  his  peers- 

9.  That  excessive  bail  ought  not  to  be  required,  nor  exces¬ 
sive  fines  imposed,  nor  cruel  and  unusual  punishments  in¬ 
flicted. 

10.  That  general  warrants,  whereby  an  officer  or  messenger 
may  be  commanded  to  search  suspected  places  without  evi¬ 
dence  of  a  fact  committed,  or  to  seize  any  person  or  persons 
not  named,  or  whose  offence  is  liot  particularly  described  and 
supported  by  evidence,  are  grievous  and  oppressive,  and  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

1 1 .  That,  in  controversies  respecting  property,  and  in  suits 
between  man  and  man,  the  ancient  trial  by  jury  is  preferable 
to  any  other,  and  ought  to  be  held  sacred. 

12.  That  the  freedom  of  the  press  is  one  of  the  great  bul¬ 
warks  of  liberty,  and  can  never  be  restrained  but  by  despotic 
governments. 

13.  That  h  well  regulated  militia,  composed  of  the  body  of 
the  people,  trained  to  urnis,  is  the  proper,  natural  and  safe  de¬ 
fence.  or  a  free  state  ;  that  standing  armies,  in  time  of  peace, 
should  be  avoided,  as  dangerous  to  liberty;  and  that  in  all 
cases,  the  military  should  be  under  strict  subordination  to,  and 
governed  by,  the  civil  power. 

14.  That  the  people  have  a  right  to  uniform  government; 
and  therefore,  that  no  government  separate  from,  or  indepen¬ 
dent  of,  the  government  of  Virginia,  ought  to  be  erected  or 
established  within  the  limits  thereof 

15.  That  no  free  government,  or  the  blessing  of  liberty, 
can  be  preserved  to  any  people,  but  by  a  firm  adherence  to  jus¬ 
tice,  moderation,  temperance,  frugality,  and  virtue,  and  by  fre¬ 
quent  recurrence  to  rundamental  principles. 

16.  That  religion,  or  the  duty  which  we  owe  to  our  Creator, 
and  the  manner  of  discharging  it,  can  be  directed  only  by  rea¬ 
son  and  conviction,  not  by  force  or  violence;  anti  therefore  all 
men  are  equally  entitled  to  the  free  exercise  of  religion,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  dictates  of  conscience ;  and  that  it  is  the  mutual 
duty  oi  all  to  practise  Christian  forbearance,  love,  and  charity 
towards  each  other. 


i 
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C.  4. 

The  Constitution  cr  Form  of  Government ,  agreed  to  and  re-  A.  D.  1776. 
solved  upon  by  tiie  Delegates  and  Representatives  of  the  seve-  A*  0,  l. 
ral  Counties  and  Corporations  of  Virginia.  ' - v 

[Unanimously  adopted,  June  29,  1776.] 


1.  Whereas  George  the  third,  King  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland ,  and  Elector  of  Hanover ,  heretofore  entrusted  with  the 
exercise  of  the  kingly  office  in  this  government,  hath  endea¬ 
voured  to  pervert  die  same  into  a  detestable  and  insupportable 
tyranny,  by  putting  his  negative  on  laws  the  most  wholesome 
and  necessary  for  the  public  good:  By  denying  his  Governors 
permission  to  pass  laws  of  immediate  and  pressing  importance, 
unless  suspended  :n  their  operation  for  Ins  assent,  and,  when 
so  suspended,  neglecting  to  attend  to  them  for  many  years : 
By  refusing  to  pass  certain  other  laws,  unless  the  persons  to 
be  benefited  by  them  would  relinquish  the  inestimable  right 
of  representation  in  the  Legislature  :  By  dissolving  Legislative 
Assemblies  repeatedly  and  continually,  for  opposing  with  man¬ 
ly  firmness  his  invasions  of  the  rights  of  the  people :  When 
dissolved,  by  refusing  to  call  others  for  a  long  space  of  time, 
thereby  leaving  the  political  system  without  any  Legislative 
head:  By  endeavoring  to  prevent  the  population  of  our  coun¬ 
try,  and,  for  that  purpose,  obstructing  the  laws  for  the  naturali¬ 
zation  of  foreigners  :  By  keeping  among  us,  in  time  of  peace, 
standing  armies  and  ships  of  war :  By  affecting  to  render  the 
military  independent  of,  and  superior  to,  the  civil  power :  By 
combining  with  others  to  subject  us  to  a  foreign  jurisdiction  ; 
giving  his  assent  to  their  pretended  acts  of  .Legislation  ;  For 
quartering  large  bodies  of  armed  troops  among  us :  For  cutting 
off  our  trade  with  all  parts  of  the  world  :  For  imposing  taxes 
on  us  without  our  consent :  For  depriving  us  of  the  benefits  of 
the  trial  by  jury:  For  transporting  us  beyond  seas,  to  be  tried 
for  pretended  offences :  For  suspending  our  own  Legislatures, 
and  declaring  themselves  invested  with  power  to  legislate  for 
us  in  all  cases  whatsoever :  By  plundering  our  seas,  ravaging 
our  coasts,  burning  our  towns,  and  destroying  the  lives  of  our 
people :  By  inciting  insurrections  of  our  fellow  subjects,  with 
the  allurements  of  forfeiture  aud  confiscation:  By  prompting 
our  negroes  to  rise  in  arms  among  us,  those  very  negroes, 
whom,  by  an  inhuman  use  of  his  negative,  he  hath  refused  us 
permission  to  exclude  by  law :  By  endeavoring  to  bring  on  the 
inhabitants  of  our  frontiers,  the  merciless  Indian  savages, 
whose  known  rule  of  warfare  is  an  undistinguished  destruction 
of  all  ages,  sexes,  and  conditions  of  existence:  By  transport¬ 
ing  at  this  time,  a  large  army  of  foreign  mercenaries,  to  com¬ 
plete  the  works  of  death,  desolation,  and  tyranny,  already 
begun  with  circumstances  of  cruelty  aud  perfidy  unworthy  the 
head  of  n  civilized  nation :  By  answering  our  repeated  peti¬ 
tions  for  redress  with  a  repetition  of  injuries :  And  finally,  by 
abandoning  the  helm  of  government,  and  declaring  us  out  of 
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\  r  r 7 16'  bis  a^co^aucc  and  protection.  By  which  several  act9  of  mis- 

i  a.  K.c.  i.  ^  mle,  the  government  of  this  country,  as  formerly  exercised 
Former  govern-  under  tbe  c'rowfl  of  Britain,  is  totally  dissolved  : 

ment  dissolved.  2.  We,  therefore,  the  Delegates  and  Representatives  of  the 
Another  decided,  good  people  of  Virginia,  having  maturely  considered  the  prem¬ 
ises,  and  viewing  with  great  concern  the  deplorable  condition 
to  which  this  once  happy  country  must  be  reduced,  unless  some 
regular  adequate  mode  of  civil  polity  is  speedily  adopted,  and 
in  compliance  with  a  recommendation  of  the  General  Congress, 
do  ordain  and  declare  the  future  form  of  government  of  Vir¬ 
ginia  to  be  as  followeth : 

legislative,  Exc-  3.  The  Legislative,  Executive,  and  Judiciary  departments, 
ary  T8erM^idioi’ sba11  be  seParate. and  ^tinct,  so  that  neither  exercise  the  powers 
with  an  exception.  Pr0P^rly  belonging  to  the  other ;  nor  shall  any  person  exercise 
the  powers  of  more  than  one  of  them  at  the.  same  time,  except 
that  the  justices  of  the  county  courts  shall  be  eligible  to  either 
House  of  Assembly. 

Legislature  >  Gen-  4.  The  Legislative  shall  be  formed  of  two  distinct  branches, 
taS»N.wl,°;  together,  shall  be  a  complete  Legislature.  They  shall 
ECS,  to  meet  once  a  meet  once  or  oftener,  every  year,  and  shall  be  called  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly  of  Virginia. 

5.  One  of  these  shall  be  called  the  House  of  Delegates,  and 
consist  of  two  Representatives  to  be  chosen  for  each  county, 
and  for  the  district  ol  ff  est  Augusta ,  annually,  of  such  meu  as 
actually  reside  in  and  are  freeholders  of  the  same,  or  duly 
qualified  according  to  law,  and  also  one  Delegate  or  Represen¬ 
tative  to  be  chosen  annually  for  the  city  of  Williamsburg,  and 
one  fur  the  borough  of*  Norfolk,  and  a  Representative  for  each 
ol  such  other  cities  and  boroughs  us  may  Hereafter  be  allowed 
particular  representation  by  the  Legislature ;  but  when  any  city 
?r  borou.8h  Khu11  H<)  Crease  a*  that  the  number  of  persons 
cease.  having  right  of  suffrage  therein  shall  have  been  for  the  space  of 

seven  years  successively  less  than  half  the  number  of  voters  in 
some  one  county  in  Virginia,  such  city  or  borough  thencefor¬ 
ward  shall  cease  to  send  a  Delegate  or  Representative  to  the 
Assembly. 

Senate ;  number  6.  The  other  shall  be  called  the  Senate,  and  consist  of  twenty- 
mwE  by  h0W  four  meinbeT3>  of  wll°w  thirteen  shall  constitute  a  House  to  pro- 
•vvhom,  and  how  ceed  on  business,  for  whose  election  the  different  counties  snail 
dioaen.  be  divided  into  twenty-four  districts ;  and  each  county  of  the 

respective  district,  at  the  time  of  the  election  of  its  Delegates, 
shall  vote  for  qne  Senator,  who  is  actually  a  resident  and  free¬ 
holder  within  the  district,  or  duly  qualified  according  to  law, 
and  is  upwards  of  twenty-five  years  of  age ;  and  the  sheriffs  of 
each  county,  within  five  days  at  farthest  after  the  last  county 
election  in  the  district,  shall  meet  at  some  convenient  place, 
and  from  the  poll  so  taken  in  their  respective  counties  return 
as  a  Senator  the  man  who  shall  have  the  greatest  number  of 
Rotation.  votes  in  the  whole  district.  To  keep  up' this  Assembly  by  ro¬ 

tation,  the  districts  shall  be  equally  divided  into  four  classes, 
and  numbered  by  lot.  At  the  end  of  one  year  after  the  general 
election,  the  six  members  elected  by  the  first  division  shall  be 
displaced,  and  the  vacancies  thereby  occasioned  supplied  from 
such  class  or  division,  by  new  election,  in  the  manner  aforesaid. 


year. 

House  of  Dele¬ 
gates  ;  its  mem¬ 
bers,  how  quali¬ 
fied,  by  whom, 
and  how  chosen. 


When  a  corpora¬ 
tion’s 
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Thi*  rotation  shall  be  applied  to  each  division,  according  to  its  A.  D.  I77G, 
number,  and  continued  in  due  order  annually.  ^  A  II  (M.  ^ 

7.  That  the  right  of  suffrage  in  the  election  of  members  of  Ri  .  t  ,r . 

both  Houses  shall  remain  as  exercised  at  present,  and  each  each  House  nufy 
House  shall  choose  its  own  Speaker,  appoint  its  own  officers,  choose  its  Speaker 

settle  its  own  rules  of  proceeding,  and  direct  writs  of  election  und  officers,  and 
z.  .  .  .  ,  ®  .  issue  writs  for  sup- 

for  supplying  intermediate  vacancies.  plying  vacancies 

8.  All  laws  shall  originate  in  the  House  of  Delegates,  to  be  LaMS  9iian  orjgi_ 

approved  or  rejected  by  the  Senate,  or  to  be  amended  with  the  natein  the  House 
consent  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  except  money  bills,  which  pfDelcgatcs;  but, 
in  no  instance  shall  be  altered  by  the  Senate,  but  wholly  ap-  the 

proved  or  rejected.  Senate. 

9.  A  Governor,  or  Chief  Magistrate,  shall  be  chosen  annu-  Governor,  how 
ally,  by  joint  ballot  of  both  Houses,  to  be  taken  in  each  House  chosen,  method  of 
respectively,  deposited  in  the  conference  room,  the  boxes  ex-  and  other  ca'ses 
ammed  jointly  by  a  Committee  of  each  House,  and  the  num- his  salary  andpow- 
hers  severally  reported  to  them,  that  the  appointments  may  be  ers  •,  restrained 
entered;  (which  shall  be  the  mode  of  taking  the  joint  ballot  offr°m  granting re- 
both  Houses  in  all  cases ;)  who  shall  not  continue  in  that  office  jn^rutin 
longer  than  three  years  successively,  nor  be  eligible  until  the 

expiration  of  four  years  after  he  shall  have  been  out  of  that 
office.  An  adequate,  but  moderate  salary,  shall  be  settled  on 
him  during  his  continuance  in  office;  and  he  shall,  with  the 
advice  of  a  Council  of  State,  exercise  the  executive  powers  of 
government  according  to  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth ;  and 
shall  not,  under  any  pretence,  exercise  any  power  or  preroga¬ 
tive  by  virtue  of  any  law,  statute,  or  custom,  of  England :  But 
he  shall,  with  the  advice  of  the  Council  of  State,  have  the 
power  of  granting  reprieves  or  pardons,  except  where,  the  pro¬ 
secution  shall  have  been  carried  on  by  the  House  of  Delegates, 
or  the  law  shall  otherwise  particularly  direct ;  in  which  cases, 
no  reprieve  or  pardon  shall  be  granted,  but  by  resolve  of  the 
House  of  Delegates. 

10.  Either  House  of  the  General  Assembly  may  adjourn  when  he  mayV^ 
themselves  respectively.  The  Governor  shall  not  prorogue  or  convoke  the  Gonr.O 
adjourn  the  Assembly  during  their  sitting,  nor  dissolve  them eral  AbSOmbhr- 

at  any  time ;  but  he  shall,  if  necessary,  either  by  advice  of  the 
Council  of  State,  or  on  application  of  a  majority  of  the  House 
of  Delegates,  call  them  before  the  time  to  which  they  shall  stand 
prorogued  or  adjourned. 

1 1.  A  Privy  Council  or  Council  of  State,  consisting  of  eight  Privy  Council, 
members,  shall  be  chosen  by  joint  ballot  of  both  Houses  of  As- JJurabcr  ofi 
sembly,  either  from  their  own  members  or  the  people  at  large,  feu^  office?11 
to  assist  in  the  administration  of  government.  They  shall  an¬ 
nually  choose  out  of  their  own  members  a  President,  who,  in 

case  of  the  death,  inability,  or  necessary  absence  of  the  Gover¬ 
nor  from  the  government,  shall  act  as  Lieutenant  Governor. 

Four  members  shall  be  sufficient  to  act,  and  their  advice  and 
proceedings  shall  be  entered  of  record,  and  signed  by  the  mem¬ 
bers  present  (to  any  part  whereof  any  member  may  enter  his 
dissent)  to  be  laid  before  the  General  Assembly,  when  called 
for  by  them.  This  Council  may  appoint  their  own  clerk,  who 
bhalf  have  a  salary  settled  by  law,  and  take  an  oath  of  secrecy 
in  such  matters  as  he  shall  be  directed  by  the  Board  to  conceal. 

•V  sum  of  money  appropriated  to  that  purpose  shall  be  divided 
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A.  D.  1776.  annually  among  the  members,  in  proportion  to  their  attendance ; 

%  A' C* 1  j  and  they  shall  be  incapable  during  their  continuance  in  office, 
'V  of  sitting  in  either  House  of  Assembly.  Two  members  shall 
be  removed  by  joiut  ballot  of  both  Houses  of  Assembly  at  the 
end  of  every  three  years,  and  be  ineligible  for  the  three  next 
years.  These  vacancies,  as  well  as  those  occasioned  by  death 
or  incapacity,  shall  be  supplied  by  new  elections,  in  the  same 
manner. 

Delegates  to  Con-  \2,  The  Delegates  for  Virginia  to  the  Continental  Congress 
gress,  how  chosen.  |)c  c|10sen  annually,  or  superseded  in  the  mean  time  by 
joint  ballot  of  both  Houses  of  Assembly. 

Military  regula-  is.  The  present  militia  officers  shall  be  continued,  aud  va- 
t,ons'  cancies  supplied  by  appointment  of  the  Governor,  with  the 

advice  of  the  Privy  Council,  or  recommendations  from  the 
respective  County  Courts ;  but.  the  Governor  and  Council  shall 
have  a  power  of  suspending  any  officer,  and  ordering  a  court- 
martial  on  complaint  of  misbehaviour  or  inability,  or  to  supply 
<*  vacancies  of  officers  happening  when  in  actual  service.  The 

Governor  may  embody  tlie  militia,  with  the  advice  of  the  Privy 
Council,  and  when  embodied,  shall  alone  have  the  direction  of 
the  militia  under  the  laws  of  the  country. 

Cau-ts  of  Appeals,  14.  The  two  Houses  of  Assembly  shall,  by  joint  ballot, 
GTlC«nd  aS?1" aPP°^  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Appeals,  and  General 
judges  of;  Court,  Judges  in  Chancery,  Judges  of  Admiralty,  Secretary, 
Secretary,  and  At-  and  the  Attorney  General,  to  be  commissioned  by  the  Gover- 
tomey  General,  nor>  aiu|  continue  in  office  during  good  behaviour.  In  case  of 
saboio^^xolu-  incapacity,  or  resignation,  the  Governor,  with  the  advice 
del  with  some  of  the  Privy  Council,  shall  appoint  persons  to  succeed  in  office, 
otieva, from  the  to  be  approved  or  displaced  by  both  Houses.  These  officers 
Executive?  an<i  8l,aU  have  fixed  and  adequate  salaries,  and,  together  with  all 
others  holding  lucrative  offices,  and  all  Ministers  of  the  Gospel 
of  every  denomination,  be  incapable  of  being  elected  members 
of  either  House  of  Assembly,  or  the  Privy  Council. 

Cmnties,  Justices  15.  The  Governor,  with  the  advice  or  the  Privy  Council, 
oC,  how  appointed!  shall  appoint.  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  counties;  and  in 
cierks7re«om- eU  case  of  vacancies,  or  a  necessity  of  increasing  the  number 
mend 'sheriffs  and  hereafter,  such  appointments  to  be  made  irnon  the  recommen- 
coroners  to  be  dation  of  the  respective  County  Courts.  The  present  acting 
E^y^a^dSp-  Secretary  in  Virginia,  and  clerks  of  all  the  County  Courts, 
pewit  constables,  shall  continue  in  office.  In  case  or  vacancies,  either  by  death, 
incapacity,  or  resignation,  a  Secretary  shall  be  appointed  as 
before  directed,  and  the  clerks  by  the  respective  courts.  The 
present  and  future  clerks  shall  hold  their  offices  during  good 
behaviour,  to  be  judged  of  and  determined  iu  the  General 
Court.  The  Sheriffs  and  Coroners  shall  be  nominated  by  the 
respective  courts,  approved  by  the  Governor,  with  the  advice 
of  the.  Privy  Council,  and  commissioned  by  the  Governor. 
The  Justices  shall  appoint  constables,  and  all  lees  of  the  afore¬ 
said  officers  be  regulated  by  law. 

16.  The  Governor,  when  he  is  out  of  office,  and  others  of¬ 
fending  against  the  state,  either  by  mal-administration,  corrup¬ 
tion,  or  other  means  by  which  the  safety  of  the  state  may  be 
endangered,  shall  be  impeachable  by  the  House  of  Delegates. 
Impeachments.  Such  impeachment  to  be  prosecuted  by  the  Attorney  General, 
or  such  other  person  or  persons  as  the  House  may  appoint,  in 
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the  General  Court,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  land.  If  found  A.  T>.  1770. 

guilty,  lm  or  they  shall  be  either  for  ever  disabled  to  hold  any  _  _ j 

office  under  government,  or  removed  from  such  office  pro  ten t- 
pore,  or  subjected  to  such  pains  or  penalties  as  the  law  shall 
1 1  i ro  C t  • 

17.  If  all,  or  auy  of  the  Judges  of  the  General  Court,  shall.  Impeachments, 
on  good  grounds  (to  be  judged  of  by  the  House  of  Delegates) 

be  accused  of  any  of  trie  dimes  or  offences  before-mentioned, 
such  House  of  Delegates  may,  in  like  manner,  impeach  the 
Judge  or  Judges  so  accused,  to  be  prosecuted  in  the  Court  ot 
Appeals ;  and  he  or  they,  if  found  guilty,  shall  be  punished  in 
the  same  manner  as  is  prescribed  iu  the  preceding  clause. 

18.  Commissions  and  grants  shall  run  In  the  name  of  the  Commissions, 

Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  and  bear  test  by  the  Governor,  mi  writ* 
with  the  seal  of  the  Commonwealth  annexed.  AV  nts  shall  tain  con- 

in  the  same  manner,  and  bear  test  by  the  clerks  of  the  several  elusion  of. 
courts.  Indictments  shall  conclude,  Against  tin?  peace  and 

dignity  of  the  Commonwealth. 

19.  A  Treasurer  shall  be  appointed  annually,  by  joint  bal-  Treasurer. 

lot  of  both  Houses.  ,  _ 

20.  All  escheats,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  heretofore  going  Escheats,  penal- 
t.o  the  Kiug,  shall  go  to  the  Commonwealth,  save  only  such  as  ties,  forfeitures, 
the  Legislature  may  abolish,  or  otherwise  provide  for. 

SI.  The  territories  contained  within  the  charters  erecting  Territorial  Umitst 
the  colonies  of  Maryland ,  Pennsylvania,  North  and  f 
Carolina ,  are  hereby  ceded,  released,  and  lor  ever  confirmed  futlire  govcm- 
to  the  people  of  those  colonies  respectively,  with  alt  the  rights  meats  west  of 
of  property,  jurisdiction,  and  government,  and  all  other  rights  >WAJJ^y 
whatsoever  which  might  at  any  time  heretofore  have  been  lishctl 
claimed  by  Virginia,'  except  the  free  navigation  and  use  of 
the  rivers  Potowmac  and  Polio  moke,  with  the  property  ol  the 
Virginia  shores  or  strands  bordering  on  either  of  the  said  £ 

rivers,  and  all  improvements  which  have  been  or  shall  be  made 
thereon.  The.  western  and  northern  extent  of  Virginia,  shall  * 

in  all  other  respects  stand  as  fixed  by  the  charter  of  King 
James  the  first,  in  the  year  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  nine, 
and  by  the  public  treaty  of  peace  between  the  Courts  of  Great - 
Britain  and  France,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  sixty -three;  unless,  by  act  ot  Legislature,  one  or  mm*e 
territories  shall  hereafter  be  laid  off,  and  governments  estab¬ 
lished  westward  of  the  Allegheny  mountains.  And  no 
chase  of  lands  shall  be  made  of  the  Indian  natives,  but  on  be- 
half  of  the  public,  by  authority  of  the  General  Assembly.*  pablic. 

IB  ir, 11-12.  §  4.  I  Hen.  st.  at  large,  p  58.  88.  10U.  The  first  charter  autho¬ 
rised  «  company  to  plant  a  colony  in  Virginia  or  America,  any  where  between 
.<14°  null  41°.  N.  latitude;  and  granted  tor  that  purpose,  all  the  temtoiw,  (attend¬ 
ing  from  the  first  seat  of  the  plantation,  50  English  Statute  miles  to  tlie  \Vest  and 
H.  West,  und  50  miles  to  the  East  and  N.  East  or  North,  along  the  sea  coast,  and 
inmning  hack  from  that  line  of  coast,  100  miles  into  the  main  land,  with  the  islands 
opposite  to  and  within  100  miles  of  the  coast.  Uudcr  this  charter,  the  colony  ot 
Virginia  wu  planted.  The  second  charter  granted  the  \  irgima  company,  a  much 
larger  territory,  extending  from  [old]  Point  Comfort,  200  miles  to  the  South,  an 
-00  mil.*  to  the  North,  along  the  Atlantic  coast,  and  thence,  h  breadth  of  400 
mil'*,  to  tin?  West  and  North  West,  quite  through  the  continent,  to  the  coast  of 
tjlc.  Pacific,  will  all  the  islands  opposite  to  and  within  100  imles  ol  both  coasts. 
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22.  In  order  to  introduce  tliis  government,  the  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  people  met  in  Convention  shall  choose  a  Governor 
and  Privy  Council,  also  such  other  officers  directed  to  be 
chosen  by  both  Houses  as  may  be  judged  necessary  to  be  im¬ 
mediately  appointed.  The  Senate  to  be  first  chosen  by  the 
people,  to  continue  until  the  last  day  of  March  next,  and  the 
other  officers  until  the  end  of  the  succeeding  session  of  As¬ 
sembly.  In  case  of  vacancies,  the  Speaker  of  either  House 
shall  issue  writs  for  new  elections.* 


And  the  third  granted  the  company,  the  islands  M'ithin  300  lifflgnes  of  both  coasts. 
The  extensive  territory  granted  by  these  charters,  wan  reduced  before  the  revo¬ 
lution,  by  the  charters  granted  to  other  colonies,  and  by  the  treaty  of  1763,  be¬ 
tween  France  and  Great-Britain,  referred  to  in  this  article  of  the  constitution; 
and,  since  the  revolution,  by  the  cession  of  the  territory  N.  West  of  the  Ohio  to 
the  United  States,  and  the  erection  of  Kentucky  into  n  separate  state.  The 
boundaries  of  Virginia  have  also  been  adjusted  on  all  aide# ;  see  post,  c.  5.  15.  16. 
17.  IB.  19.  20.  21. 

*  As  to  the  form  of  the  Colonial  government,  for  which  this  constitution  was 
substituted,  see  1  Chart.  $  7.  8. 15.  1  Hen.  *t.  at  fur.  p.  60, 1,  4.  'Royal  instruc¬ 
tions  far  the  ifovernmmt  of  the  Colony,  find.  t>.  67.  75.  2  Chart.  §  8.  9.  10.  11. 
12. 13. 14. 15.  23.  Ibid,  p.  81),  90, 1,  2*,  5.  3  Chart.  %  6.  7.  8  Ibid.  p.  102,  3.— 
By  the  14th  Section  of  the  second  charter  mid  the  8th  of  the  third,  the  power  of 
establishing  a  form  of  government  anti  magistracy  for  the  Colony,  was  vested  in 
the  council  and  general  couil  of  the  Virginia  company  in  England ;  w  hich,  on  the 
24th  July,  1621,  ordained  a  form  of  government  accordingly;  whereby  the  pow¬ 
ers  of  the  Colonial  government  were  vested  in  a  governor  and  council  of  state, 
appointed  by  the  company  in  England  and  holding  during  its  pleasure,  and  a 
house  of  burgesses,  two  from  cv.ery  town,  hundred  anil  particular  plantation,  to 
he  respectively  chosen  by  the  inhabitants ;  and  tliis  council  of  suite  and  house  of 
burgesses  formed  the  Colonial  legislature,  called  the  General  Assembly.  Tim 
Colonial  government  wus  directed  to  conform,  in  legislation  and  jurisprudence, 
to  the  English  guv  eminent  mid  laws ;  and  it  wns  provided,  tlmt  no  law  or  ordi¬ 
nance  made  by  tin*  General  Assembly,  should  he  valid,  unless  ratified  by  the 
general  court  of  the  company  lu  England,  and  returned  so  ratified  under  its  seal. 
See  this  Constitution,  aiul  the  commission  and  instructions  to  the  f  ret  governor 
wider  it,  1  Hen.  «t.  at  lur.  p.  110,  113.  114.  In  1624,  tin?  crown  suppressed  tint 
Virginia  company  by  proclamation,  and  maimed  the  powers  granted  to  the  com¬ 
pany  ;  but  die  form  of  government  it  had  given  the  Colony,  remained  in  substance 
unchanged.  It  appears,  that  the  constitution  of  the  colonial  government  was 
amended  by  George  1.  and  instruclious  were  given  by  George  IT.  to  the  governor 
Lord  Albemarle,  tor  the  regulation  of  the  government  according  to  the  amended 
constitution :  but  them!  papers  are  not  to  be  found.  The  King  always  retained  the 
control  over  the  colonial  laws,  and  even  exorcised  the  power  of  suspending  and 
repealing  them ;  powers,  otleu  exercised  capriciously,  alw  ays  complained  of  as  % 
grievance,  sometimes  disputed,  and  at  length  assigned  as  one  of  the  causes  of  the 
revolution ;  see  5  Hen.  it.  at  lar.  432.  Tliis  royal  prerogative  had  a  most  im¬ 
portant  influence  on  the  legislation  of  the  Coloninl  government.  Counties  or 
stores  were  first  established  in  1634.  1  lien.  st.  at  lar.  p.  224.  It  seems  from 
our  ancient  records,  that  at  first,  in  practice,  neither  the  towns,  hundreds  and 
plantations,  while  they  were  represented,  nor  the  counties,  alter  the  burgesses 
w  ere  elected  from  them,  were  restricted  to  two  or  any  fixed  Jivmbei'  of  bur¬ 
gesses.  In  1645,  the  number  w-as  limited  to  four  for  each  county,  except  James 
City,  which  was  allowed  five,  besides  one  for  Jamestown,  the  seat  of  government; 
1  Hen.  at.  at  lar.  p.  299.  Afterwards,  particular  parishes,  and  then  all  parishes, 
"wore  allowed  to  send  one  or  two  buigesses ;  Ibid  250.  277.  421.  In  1660,  the 
number  of  biu-gesses  was  limited  to  two  for  caeh  county  and  one  for  Jamestown 
in  Janies  City  county,  with  like  privilege1  to  every  county,  that  would  lay  out  100 
acres  of  land,  and  people  it  with  100  tythenble  persons;  2  Ibid  p.  20. 106.— 
The  7th  article  of  the  present  constitution,  prorides  that  the  right  of  suffrage 
for  members  of  both  houses  of  Assembly,  shall  remain  as  exercised  at  present. 
By  the  constitution  of  July  1621,  above  cited,  the  right  of  suffrage  was  given  to 
the  inhabitants ;  afterwards,  it  seems,  only  freemen  were  allowed  to  vote;  1  Ibid, 
p.  333,,  4.  then  only  Housekeepers ;  Ibid  p.  412.  then  all  freemen  again.  Ibid  p. 
403.  475.  then  “ freeholders  and  housekeepers,  who  only  are  answei'able  for 
levies  /*  2  Ibid.  280.  then,  by  Bacon’s  laws,  all  freemen  again  ;  Ibid.  356.  But 
1677,  the  King  instructed  the  Governor,  tlmt  the  merabess  of  Assembly  should  be 
elected  by  freeholders  only  ;  Ibid  p.  425.  In  1684,  it  was  resolved,  that  all  ten - 
tints  foi'  life  had  an  undoubted  right  of  suffrage  ;  3  Ibid.  26.  In  1GD9,  the  right 
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C.  5. 

Jin  net  to  authorise  the  Delegates  of  this  State  in  Congress,  to 
convey  to  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled ,  all  the 
Bight  of  this  Commonwealth  to  the  Territory  North  West - 
ward  of  the  River  Ohio. 


A.  1).  178.1. 
A.  U.C.8 


[Passed  December  20,  lTBS.] 


1.  Whereas  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  did,  by  their  Preamble, 
act  of  the  sixth  day  of  September,  in  the  year  one  thousand 

seven  hundred  and  eighty,  recommend  to  the  several  States  in 
the  Union,  having  claims  to  waste  and  unappropriated  lands  in 
the  Western  Country,  a  liberal  cession  to  the  United  States, 
of  a  portion  of  their  respective  claims  for  the  common  benefit 
of  the  Union : 

2.  And  whereas  tliis"  Commonwealth  did,  on  the  second  day  of 
January,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
one,  yield  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  said  States,  all  right,  title,  and  claim,  which  the  said 
Commonwealth  had  to  the  territory  North-west  of  the  river 
Ohio,  subject  to  the  conditions  annexed  to  the  said  act  of 
cession : 

3.  And  whereas  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled, 
have,  by  their  Act  of  the  thirteenth  of  September  last,  stipu¬ 
lated  the  terms  on  which  they  agree  to  accept  the  cession  of 
this  State,  should  the  Legislature  approve  thereof,  which  terms, 
although  they  do  not  come  fully  up  to  the  propositions  of  tliis 
Commonwealth,  are  conceived  on  the  whole,  to  approach  so 
nearly  to  them,  as  to  induce  this  state  to  accept  thereof,  in  full 
confidence  that  Congress  will,  in  justice  to  this  State  for  the 
liberal  cession  she  hath  made,  earnestly  press  upon  the  other 
States  claiming  large  tracts  of  waste  and  uncultivated  territory, 

of  suffrage  wns  confined  lo  freeholders  (excluding  women,  infants,  and  recusants 
convict)  resident  in  the  respective  counties  and  towns;  Ibid  p.  238.  In  1736. 
tin-  riglit  of  suffrage  was  confined  to  freeholder*  of  an  hundred  acres  of  unsettled 
land  or  twenty-five  acres  of  improved  land,  anil  all  freeholders  in  towns,  but 
with  n  right  to  vote,  only  in  the  county  where  the  land  or  the  greater  part  of  it 
lay  ;  4  Ibid.  475,  6.  The  city  of  Williamsburg  and  the  borough  of  Norfolk  were 
allowed  a  representative,  by  their  diallers,  by  which  the  right  of  suffrage  of  the 
citizens  and  burghers  was  regulated,  but  afterwards  somewhat  narrowed  by  law; 

Edi.  1769.  p.  122.  287.  It  seems,  that  till  1723,  fret  negroes,  indxam,  and  mu- 
lattoes,  might  vote  at  elections ;  but  by  the  acts  of  that  year,  c.  4.  §  23.  EdL  1733. 
p.  344,  they  were  disqualified ;  and  that  particular  section  of  the  act.  was  not  re¬ 
pealed,  though  the  rest  of  it  was  by  royal  proclamation  in  1724.  Edi.  1769.  p.  15. 
note  fa).  Edi.  1752.  p.  103,  By  the  act  of  1769.  c.  I,  the  quantity  of  unim¬ 
proved  land,  necessary  to  qualify  a  freeholder  to  vote,  was  reduced  to  fifty  acres  ; 
but  this  act  wns  suspended  until  the  royal  approbation  should  be  signified,  and 
such  approbation  was  never  signified.  The  oiriinnnee  of  the  convention  of  1775, 
providing  for  the  election  of  delegates  to  the  convention  of  1776,  extended  the 
right  of  suffrage  to  free  white  men,  inhabitants  of  Fincastle  and  West  Augusta, 
in  possession  of  the  requisite  quantity  of  land,  and  claiming  freeholds  .therein, 
though  they  should  have  obtained  no  patents  or  legal  titles  to  their  lands. — Thus 
at ood  the  right  of  suffrage  when  the  constitution  was  adopted.  By  the  act  of 
1785,  c.  55.  §  2.  the  qualification  of  the  freeholder  in  respect  to  the  quantity  of 
unimproved  limd  was  reduced  from  100  to  50  acres;  the  legislature  cither  re¬ 
tarding  the  act  of  1769,  as  effectual,  notwithstanding  die  want  of  the  royal 
wswmt ;  or,  perhaps,  considering  that  while  the  principle  of  freehold  qualifica¬ 
tion  was  preserved,  n  change  as  to  the  quantity  of  land  was  consistent  with  the 
vomtiiutibn. 
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A.  D.  1/85.  the  propriety  of  making  cessions  equally  liberal  for  the  com  • 

A.  R.  C.  8.  ^  mon  i>enefi  t  ami  support  of  the  Union :  lie  it  enacted  by  the 
n  ~~v  General  Assembly,  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  Deic¬ 
ed to  convey °'V*  gates  of  this  State  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  or 
such  of  them  as  shall  be  assembled  in  Congress,  and  the  said 
Delegates,  or  such  of  them  so  assembled,  are  hereby  fully  au¬ 
thorised  and  empowered,  for  and  on  behalf  of  this  IS t ate,  by 
proper  deed  or  instrument  in  writing,  under  their  hands  and 
seals,  to  convey,  transfer,  assign,  and  make  over  unto  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
said  States,  all  right,  title,  and  claim,  as  well  of  soil  as  juris¬ 
diction,  which  this  Commonwealth  hath  to  the  territory  or  tract 
of  country  within  the  limits  of  the  Virginia  charter,  situate, 
lying,  and  being  to  the  North-west  of  the  river  Ohio,  subject  to 
the  terms  and  conditions  contained  in  the  before  recited  Act  of 
Congress  of  the  thirteenth  day  of  September  last,  that  is  to  says 
Coiditions.  Upon  condition  that  the  territory  Ho  ceded  shall  be  laid  out  and 
formed  into  States,  containing  suitable  extent,  of  territory,  not 
less  than  one  hundred,  nor  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miles  square,  or  as  near  thereto  as  circumstances  will  admit ; 
and  that  the  States  so  formed,  shall  be  distinct  Republican 
States,  and  admitted  members  of  the  Fcederal  Union,  having 
the  same  rights  of  sovereignty,  freedom,  and  independence,  as 
the  other  States ;  that  the  necessary  and  reasonable  expenses 
incurred  by  this  State  in  subduing  any  British  posts,  or  in 
maintaining  forts  or  garrisons  within  and  for  the  defence,  or  in 
acquiring  any  part  of  the  territory  so  ceded  or  relinquished, 
shall  be  fully  reimbursed  by  the  United  States;  and  that  one 
Commissioner  shall  be  appointed  by  Congress,  one  by  this  Com¬ 
monwealth,  and  another  by  those  two  Commissioners,  who,  or 
a  majority  of  them,  shall  be  authorised  and  empowered  to  ad¬ 
just  and  liquidate  the  account  of  the  necessary  and  reasonable 
expenses  incurred  by  this  State,  which  they  shall  judge  to  be 
comprised  within  the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  Act  of  Con¬ 
gress  ot  the  tenth  of  October,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty,  respecting  such  expenses.  That  the  French  and  Cana¬ 
dian  inhabitants,  and  other  settlers  of  the  R'askaskies,  tit*  Vin¬ 
cents,  and  the  neighbouring  villages,  who  have  professed  them¬ 
selves  citizens  of  Virginia,  shall  have  their  possessions  and 
titles  confirmed  to  them,  and  be  protected  in  the  enjoyment  of 
Reservations.  their  rights  and  liberties.  That  a  quantity  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  acres  of  land,  promised  by  this 
State,  shall  be  allowed  and  granted  to  the  then  Colonel,  now 
General  George  Rogers  Clarice,  and  to  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  his  regiment,  who  marched  with  him  when  the  posts  of  JCas- 
Icaskies  and  St.  Vincents  were  reduced,  and  to  the  officers  and 
soldiers  that  have  been  since  incorporated  into  the  said  regi¬ 
ment,  to  be  laid  off  in  one  tract,  the  length  of  which  is  not  to 
exceed  double  the  breadth,  in  such  place  on  the  North-west 
side  of  the  Ohio  as  a  majority  of  the  officers  shall  choose,  and 
to  be  afterwards  divided  among  the  .said  officers  and  soldiers  in 
due  proportion  according  to  the  laws  of  Virginia.  That  in 
case  the  quantity  of  good  lauds  on  the  South-east  side  of  the 
Ohio ,  upon  the  waters  of  Cumberland  river,  and  between  the 
Green  river  and  Tenissee  river,  which  have  been  reserved  by 
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law  tor  the  Virgitia  troops  upon  Continental  establishment,  A.  R.  ir&s. 

should,  from  the  JVorth- Carolina  line  bearing  in  further  upon 

the  Cumberland  lards  than  Was  expected,  prove  insufficient 

for  their  legal  bounties,  the  deficiency  should  be  made  up  to 

the  said  troops  in  good  lands,  to  be  laid  off  between  the  rivers 

Scioto  and  Little  Miami,  on  the  North-west  side  of  the  river 

Ohio,  in  such  proportions  as  have  been  engaged  to  them  by  the 

laws  of  Virginia .  That  all  the  lauds  within  the  territory  so  All  the  lands  ce- 

ceded  to  the  Unite  !  States,  and  not  reserved  for  or  appropri- ded  l£  J  coiy- 

ated  to  any  of  the  beforementioned  purposes,  or  disposed  of  in  ofthcfS 

bounties  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  American  army,  shall  dcrai  alliance,  aud 

be  considered  as  a  common  fund  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  for  no  other  use. 

of  the  United  States  aB  have  become,  or  shall  become  members 

of  the  Confederate  n  or  Federal  Alliance  of  the  said  States, 

Virginia  inclusive,  according  to  their  usual  respective  propor¬ 
tions  in  the  general  charge  and  expenditure,  ana  shall  be  faith¬ 
fully  and  bona  fidi  disposed  of  for  that  purpose,  and  for  no 
other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever.  Provided,  ‘that  the  trust  Three  members 
hereby  reposed  in  tke  Delegates  of  this  State  shall  not  be  exe-  a*  least  to  execute, 
cuted,  unless  three  of  them,  at  least,  are  present  in  Congress. 1  e  trust‘ 


C.  6. 


An  act  concerning  the  Territory  ceded  by  this  Commonwealth  A.  D.  1788, 
to  the  United  States.  t  A.  R.  C.  H. 

[Ptssed  December  SO,  1788.] 

1.  Whereas  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  did,  Preamble, 
on  the  seventh  day  of  July,  in  the  year  ot  our  Lord  one.  thous¬ 
and  seven  hundred  and  eighty-six,  state  certain  reasons,  shew¬ 
ing  that  a  division  of  the  Territory  which  hath  been  ceded  to 
the  said  United  States  by  this  Commonwealth,  into  States,  in 
conformity  to  the  terms  of  cession,  should  the  same  be  adhered 
to,  would  be  attended  with  many  inconveniences,  and  did  re¬ 
commend  a  revision  of  the  Act  of  cession,  so  far  as  to  em¬ 
power  Congress  to  make  such  a  division  of  the  said  Territory 
into  distinct  and  republican  States,  not  more  than  five,  nor 
less  than  three  in  number,  as  the  situation  of  that  country 
and  future  eircumsrances  might  require :  And  the  said  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled,  have,  in  an  ordinance  for  the 
government  of  the  Territory  North-west  of  the  river  Ohio , 
passed  on  the  thirteenth  of  July,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-seven,  declared  the  following  as  one  of  the  articles 
of  compact  between  the  original  States,  and  the  People  and 
States  in  the  said  Territory,  viz. 

Tit  wt  there  shall  be  formed  in  the  said  Territory  not  less 
than  three ,  nor  more  than  Jive  States  ;  and  the  boundaries  of 
the  said  States  as  soon  as  Virginia  shall  alter  her  act  of  ces¬ 
sion,  and  consent  to  the  same,  shall  become  fixed  and  established 
as  follows ,  to  ivit :  'The  Western  State  in  the  said  Territory , 
von.  l.  F 
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A.  D.  1788.  shall  be  bounded  by  the  Mississippi,  the  Ohio,  and  Wabash  rivers, 
i  u  direct  line  drawn  from  the  Wabash  and  Post  Vincent’s  due 
rrST‘~'  North  to  the  territorial  line ,  between  the  United  States  and 
'Canada,  and  by  the  said  territorial  line  to  the  Lake  of  the 
Wood  and  Mississippi*  The  middle.  State  shall  be  bounded  by 
the  said  direct  line >  the  W abash  from  Post  Vincent’s  to  the 
Ohio,  by  the  Ohio,  by  a  direct  line  drawn  due  North  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Great  Miami  to  the' said  territorial  line ,  and  by 
the  said  territorial  line.  The  Eastern  State  shall  be  bounded 
by  the  last  mentioned  direct  line,  the  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  and 
the  said  territorial  line .  Prov  ided  hvweverr ,  and  it  is  further 
understood  and  declared ,  that  the  boundaries  of  these  three 
States  shall  be  subject  so  fur  to  be  altered,  that  if  Congress 
shall  hereafter  find  it  expedient,  they  shall  have  authority  to 
form  one.  or  two  States  in  that  part  of  the  said  Territory  which 
lies  North  of  an  East  and  West  line,  drawn  through  the 
Southeidy  bend  or  extreme  of  lake  Michegan.  And  whenever 
any  of  the  said  States  shall  have  sixty  thousand  free  inhabi¬ 
tants  therein,  such  State  shall  be  admitted  by  its  Delegates 
into  the  Confess  of  the  United  States,  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States  in  all  respects  whatsoever ,  and  shall 
be  at  liberty  to  form  a  permanent  Constitution  and  state  Gov¬ 
ernment,  provided  the  Constitution  and  Government  so  to  be 
formed  shall  be  republican,  and  in  confw'mity  to  the  pidnciples 
contained  in  these  articles ;  and  so  far  as  it  can  be  consistent 
with  the  general  interest  of  the  Confederacy,  such  admission 
shall  be  allowed  at  an  earner  period,  ami  when  there  may  be  a 
less  number  of  free  inhabitants  in  the  State  than  sixty  thou¬ 
sand. 

And  it  is  expedient  that  this  Commonwealth  do  assent  to  the 
proposed  alteration  so  as  to  ratify  and  confirm  the  said  Article 
of  Compact  between  the  original  States,  and  the  People  and 
States  in  the  9aid  Territory ; 

Aa  article  of  the  2.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly,  That 
ccmpact  between  the  afore-recited  Article  of  Compact  between  the  original 
axd  the* people*  States,  and  the  People  and  States  in  the  Territory  North-west 
aid  states  North  of  Ohio  river,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  ritihed  and  con¬ 
gest  of  the  Ohio,  firmed,  any  thing  to  the  contrary,  in  the  deed  of  cession  of 
Smm6n\vealdi.  sa^  Territory  by  this  Commonwealth  to  the  United  States, 
notwithstanding. 


Ohio  Reservation  Boundary.  4$ 

C.  7. 

An  act,  authorising  the  Executive  to  appoint  Commissioners, 
to  unite  with  Commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
in  running  a  line  between  the  lands  reserved,  and  the  lands 
ceded,  by  this  Commonwealth,  in  the  State  of  Ohio . 

[Passed  February  22,  1813.] 

Whereas  it  appeal’s  to  this  General  Assembly,  that  the  Preamble; 
commissioners  appointed,  to  act  in  conjunction  with  commis¬ 
sioners  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  to  ascertain 
the  true  boundary  line  between  the  lands  reserved  by  this  Com¬ 
monwealth  for  the  benefit  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
state  of  Virginia,  did,  agreeably  to  the  appointment  of  the  Pre¬ 
sident  of  the  United  States,  meet,  at  Xenia,  in  the  state  of 
Ohio,  on  the  twenty -3ixth  of  October  last,  and  commenced  the 
performance  of  the  duties  assigned  to  them,  but,  differing  in 
opinion  as  to  the  true  line  between  the  lands  ceded  to  the  gene^ 
ral  government  and  those  reserved  by  this  State,  did  not  ac¬ 
complish  the  object  of  their  appointment:  And  whereas  it  is 
important,  as  well  te  this  State  as  to  the  United  States,  that  a 
line  be  run,  separating  the  lands  reserved  by  this  State  from 
the  territory  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the  deed  of  cession, 
executed  the  first  day  of  March,  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty 
four : 

1.  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  That  the  Executive  of  this  State  Corre-apondenoo  to/ 
commence  a  correspondence  with  the  Executive  of  the  United  b(“  commenced 
States,  in  order  to  effect  the  appointment  of  other  commission-  !vctCanpSntm en^ji 
ers,  or  the  adoption  of  some  other  mode  for  the  completion  of  ofeommUsioncrt.^f 
the  objects  of  tins  legislature,  in  relation  to  the  permanent  cs- 
tablishment  of  a  line  between  the  lands  reserved  by  this  Com-  *o\ 

mouwealth  for  the  benefit  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Vir-  V* 

ginia  line,  and  lying  between  the  river  Sciota  and  the  Miami,  in 
the  state  of  Ohio,  and  the  other  lands  ceded  by  this  Common* 
wealth  to  the  United  States  by  deed  bearing  date  the  first  of 
March,  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty  four;  and  that,  in  the  In  vhat  evont 
event  of  the  consent  on  the  part  of  the  Executive  of  the  United  ?uch,  ”l)IK)i1ntment 
States  to  the  appointment  of  other  commissioners  for  the  pur-18 10  ■  nade’ 
poses  aforesaid,  that  the  Governor  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he  is  hereby  empowered,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the 
council,  to  appoint  an  equal  number  of  commissioners  on  the  Number  of 
part  of  this  State,  who,  or  any  two  of  whom,  acting  in  conjunc-  commissioners, 
tion  with  an  equal  number  of  the  commissioners  90  appointed 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  shall  ascertain  and  run  the  Their  duty, 
true  line,  and  distinguish,  clearly,  throughout  the  whole  course 
of  said  line,  the  lands  reserved  as  aforesaid  from  the  other 
lands  ceded  as  aforesaid,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  mean¬ 
ing  of  the  said  cession.  And  the  better  to  enable  the  commis-  Surveyor  to  be 
sinners  aforesaid  to  discharge  the  duties  hereby  assigned  to  appointed  to  assist 
them,  the  Governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  council,  is 
authorised  to  appoint  a  surveyor  to  aid  them  in  running  said 
tine,  who  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  compensation,  and  take  His  compensation, 
the  same  oaths,  as  a  commissioner. 
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A.  It.  C.  37. 

Wien  line*  run  by 
the  Commission- 
el’s  is  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  Hb  estab¬ 
lished. 

Prcviso. 


Conpensation  to 
commissioners. 


Oath  to  be  taken. 


Otmnicmiement* 


-■'a.- 


A.  D.  1789. 

A.  It.  C.  14. 

t _ _  ........  J 


Preunble. 


Ohio  Reservation  Boundary. 

2.  Be  it  further  enacted ,  That  the  line,  which  may  be  run  by 
the  commissioners,  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  and  the  com¬ 
missioners  acting  on  tie  part  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  con¬ 
sidered  hereafter  as  the  true  line  between  the  lands  reserved 
as  aforesaid,  and  the  lands  ceded  as  aforesaid,  unless  the  legis¬ 
lature  of  this  Commonwealth  shall,  during  its  first  or  second 
session  after  the  report  of  the  said  commissioners  shall  have 
been  made  to  the  Executive,  disapprove  the  same :  Provided, 
hoivevei »,  that  nothing  in  this  section  contained  shall  be  obliga¬ 
tory,  unless  the  act  of  congress,  under  which  the  commission¬ 
ers  of  the  United  States  may  be  appointed,  shall  contain  a  pro¬ 
vision  to  the  same  effect. 

3.  Be  it  further  enacted ,  That  the  commissioners  who  may 
be  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  be  entitled  to  sixteen 
cents  for  every  mile,  they  may  necessarily  travel  from  their  re¬ 
spective  places  of  abode  to  the.  point  at  which  the  said  line 
snail  oommence,  and  the  sum  of  six  dollars  per  diem  during 
the  time  for  which  they  may  be  actually  engaged  in  running 
the  said  line. 

4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  each  commissioner  who 
may  be  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  take  and  subscribe 
an  oath,  before  the  governor  and  council  or  before  the  court  of 
the  county  in  which  he  resides,  to  be  certified  by  the  clerk  of 
the  court  to  the  governor  and  council,  that  he  will,  honestly, 
impartially  and  diligently  perform  the' duty  prescribed  by  this 
act. 

5.  Turn  act  ahull  bo  ill  force  from  the  passing  thereof. 


C.  8. 

Jin  act  for  the  cession  of  ten  miles  square ,  or  any  lesser  quantity 
of  territory  within  ' this  State ,  to  the  United  States,  in  Con¬ 
fess  assembled ,  for  the  permanent  seat  of  the  general  go¬ 
vernment 

[Passed  December  3,  1789.] 

1.  Whereas  the  equal  and  common  benefits  resulting  from 
the  administration  of  the  general  government  will  be  best  dif¬ 
fused,  and  its  operations  become  more  prompt  and  certain,  by 
establishing  such  a  situation  for  the  seat  of  the  said  govern¬ 
ment,  as  will  be  most  central  and  convenient  to  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  at  large,  having  regard  as  well  to  popula¬ 
tion,  extent  of  territory,  and  a  free  navigation  to  the  Atlantic 
Ocean,  through  the  Chesapeake  bay,  as  to  the  most  direct  and 
ready  communication  with  our  fellow-citizens  in  the  western 
frontier :  and  whereas  it  appears  to  this  assembly,  that  a  situa¬ 
tion  combining  all  the  considerations  and  advantages  before 
recited,  may  be  had  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Potowmack , 
above  tide  water,  in  a  country  rich  and  fertile  in  soil,  healthy, 
and  salubrious  in  climate,  and  abounding  in  all  the  necessaries 
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and  conveniencies  of  life,  where  in  a  location  of  ten  miles  A.  IX  1789. 
an  it  arc,  if  the  wisdom  of  Congress  shall  so  direct,  the  States  VA‘  K‘  L’  , 

of  Pennsylvania ,  Maryland  and  Virginia  may  participate  in  V 

Much  location : 

2.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly,  That  a  Tract  of  country 
tract  of  country,  not  exceeding  ten  miles  square,  or  any  lesser  this  state 
quantity,  to  be  located  within  the  limits  of  this  State,  and  in  ^  states  for  the 
any  part  thereof  as  Congress  may  by  Law  direct,  shall  be,  and  scat  of  the  ^uerai 
the  same  is  hereby  for  ever  ceded  and  relinquished  to  the  Con- government, 
gress  and  Government  of  the  United  States,  in  full  and  abso¬ 
lute  right,  and  exclusive  jurisdiction  as  well  of  soil,  as  of  per¬ 
sons,  residing  or  to  reside  thereon,  pursuant  to  the  tenor  and 
effect  of  the  eighth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitu¬ 
tion  of  Government  of  the  United  States. 

S.  Provided ,  That  nothing  herein  contained,  shall  be  con- Reservation ofthe 
strued  to  vest  in  the  United  States,  any  right  of  property  in 
the  soil,  or  to  affect  the  rights  of  individuals  therein,  otherwise  a  s  lc  b  1  • 
than  the  same  shall  or  may  be  transferred  by  such  individuals 
to  the  United  States. 

4.  And  provided  also,  That  the  jurisdiction  of  the  laws 
this  Commonwealth,  over  the  persons  and  property  of  indivi-  thu  Command  ° 
duals  residing  within  the  limits  of  the  cession  aforesaid,  shall  wealth  over  the 
not  cease  or  determine,  until  congress,  having  accepted  the  same  shall  cease, 
said  cession,  shall  by  law  provide  tor  the  government  thereof, 
under  their  jurisdiction,  in  manner  provided  by  the  article  of 
the  constitution  before  recited. 


C.  9. 


A.  I).  1794.  V 
A.  It.  C.  19. 
l _ _ _ t 


An  act  to  empower  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  pur¬ 
chase  a  tract  of  land  within  this  State,  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  a  Public  Arsenal  thereon .  ¥ 

[Passed  November  28,  1794.] 

1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Common -  Site  ceded  to  U. 
wealth  of  Virginia ,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lavvful  for  the  Pre- S' forar8enn1' 
sident  of  the  United  States,  or  any  person  by  him  appointed 

for  that  purpose,  to  purchase  within  the  limits  of  this  State  a 
quantity  of  land,  not  exceeding  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  fov 
the  use  of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  ma¬ 
gazine  and  arsenal  thereon. 

2.  This  act  to  commence  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  Commencement, 
passing  thereof. 


